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TO HIS 



ROYAL HIGHNESS 

E D W A R D, 

DUKE OF YORK, 

flEAR ADMIRAL of the BLUE SQUADRON 
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BY HIS ROYAL APPROBATION, 
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Br BIS. ROYAL HIGHNESS'« 



MOST DEVOTED, 



MOST OBEDIENT, 



Ahp most HUMBLE SERVANT, 
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0^> FJLCONSK, 
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A rhV E S T:I & EvME N T. 



/ 



I f x« 



IT is perhaps ncjp^flary tx) acquamtthe PuUit:, that 
"the Author oft thjs Pqem, defigned not ar 6rft 
to enlarge the woA. with fo many notes j 'but,' to 
avbid 'this,;''pr6p3Fc3''' to refer- his readers to any 6nc 
•of tifeftioder^i Didtionari^, which fhould be thought 
moft proper for cxpiaini/ig the technical terms ocpa- 
ficmally mention^4 in the Pbem ; biit after ftriit .ex- 
amination of theip ^U, including a fiHy inadeqi^ate 
.performance that has ^lately appeared by a Sea-Officer,* 
he could by no meai^'s recommend jhcir explanations, 
without' forfeiting his claim to thc^cbarafter aflurhed 
in the Title-Page, of which he is nradi *more te^na- 
cious than of his relpdtation as a piOei. • '• 



\ 



•fc 



Although it is, ib freq\ient a praAice to toke \he 
advantage of public approbation, afid raife the price 
of performances that have been nrHich "encouraged,, 
the Author choofes to ftcer in a quite different c»an- . 
nel : it being a cQnfidcrable time Aiccrthe firft-Edi- 
tion fpld off, [nomithftanding the hi^h,priceyLawi,thc 
lingul^rify of the fuhjf ft] Jie -might very jaiily ^n- 
tinue the price, but as it deterred-anumber of the 
inferior officers of the.feafrom purchasing it ; at dieir 
repeated reqiiefts it has been printed fiow in a fmal- 
ler Edition : at the fame time, the Author is forry to 
obferve, that the gentlemen of the fea, for whofe en- 
tertainment it was chiefly calculated, have hardly 
made one tenth of the purchafcrs. 

* Can a fea-ofEcer be Co ignorant as to raiftake the names of 
che mod common things in a ihip ? 

B 
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Pr&pofal of the fubjeSl-^Invocation — Apobgy — Addrejs 

^^ to Mmcftyy^wmft appear anck and emhiems aredefcrih^. 

She relates the Jiory— Account of the Jhip Britanifia 

on her pajfage from Egypt So ycniQCT^Siort r^ieu; of 

[the former j>art of the v^^e^ a^4 tif^ of her ^bfeHce 

: from home-^^^oyfyl expellations ^/ a fpeedy return^ as 

: iound from' Venice to Britain— $7>e Jhip occqfionally 

touches at Candia, where Jhe is four days detaitfd by a 

* calm — Comparifon of the antlent and modern condition 
. of that iJlafidr-^-'^^Mifery. of the , adjacent . Cyclades 
^ ,,(^^ ofj^''£J:(:^^^ of the year^^, 

Some account of the m,afiff[, md officers--'^r-->S£ve^ 

y ral prognojiics of a Jiorm — -rr^hefhip weighs anchor 

^/in Ught^Jhifti^ng breezes by moon-tight ^K^i^Z^find 

Swi-rifef^:r~rr0^/^^^io^ of ati azimuth Beauty pf a 

- ' ^i^g dolphi/tri — The Jhore ,dej^ibed as the Jhip pqffi^s 

• '^AwatiB-Jpoutr^itppofed caufi of its rife-^CmJe and, 
y'l^Rs^.of^iJhll^'^Befcription of the cyprtfs-grove 
'^'formeriycdi^iirattdto Jupiter-^Increafe atfd direSlim 

" of the gafe— The Jhip' s progrefs along the coaJi-^Sdjl 
[^oftened-^ Appearance of Cape Spado. 
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THE 



SHIPWRECK. 



C A N T O I. 

W THILE jarring intcrcfts wake the world to arms^ 

^ ^ And fright the peaceful plains with fierce^ 

• •ft... 

alarms ^ 

' * • ♦ 

While Albion bids th' avenging thunders roll 
Along her vaffal deep from pole to pole i 
Declining ftrains th^ fwcU with martial rage, g 

An unknown Author treads th'Adnian ftage. 
Far other lays of fad diftrefs to fing. 
Than ever trembled from the daffic filing : 
To paint a fcene yet ftrangc to epic lore, 
Whofe defart foil no laurel ever bore -, i o 

Where hoftile elements cohfli&ing rife. 
And lawlefs furgcs fwell againft the Ikies •, 
Where darigers crowd* in terrible array, 
And Valor-finks, o'crwhclm'd in deep difir.ay. 
-^ B2 Ye 



4 THE SHIPWRECK. 

Ye all~rcc(3rdmg Nine f wirofefacmiftralrTS ^* 
With fweet inchantirient charm Elyfian plains, 
Whofe golden trumpets,. fraugKt with endlefs fame. 
Arts, arms, and heroes, to all fpace proclaim ; 
Qr, in lamenting elegies^ exprjfefs 
The varied pang of exquifite diftrefs ; za 

O tune my harp to fofteft notes of woe I 
And let the numbers ladly-focial flow I 
The fate, in lively for/ow, m dfe^tore, '" \ 
or wanderers fhipwrecVd on a fcew^d Qicftc ; 

And while my lines the nautic theme difplay, 25 

< .. 

Diflblve in fympathy the weeping tay I ,' * 



i - 



Unknowa to PHacBvs or the tuneful Nine> . • 
1 feel no animating ray divine : 
Doom'd far, O ! far from bleft Pieria's Ibore> 
Th*' immfeafurable deep to wander a*er : 
Alteraate chang? of clinotfttes I Iiave known, . go 

And felt the fierce extremes of either zone 5, 
Where arftic ftorms C(M>geal eternal fnow» 
Or equinodial funs intenfely glow : - - , 

From where far-roll'a Peruvian billows roar. 
To the bleak coafts of favage. L^l;)rador ; :. v ' 35 
• Front 



T H E S H I P W ft E-C Ki- 

From where DamafSus, pride of Afian plains, ' ^ 
Stoops her proud neck beneath tirrannic chains ; '• ' * "^ 

r • 

To where the Ifthmus, lav^d b^advcrfetidesv - ' 
Atlantic and Padfic feas tiivides : . . : : 

♦ r I 

But while I mcafur^d o'er the painful race, - 4a 

In Fortune's wild, illimitable chacc, ^ . 

Adverfity, companion of my way \ 
Brindiflit aloft her fcourge, with iton fway ; 
Bade new diftreffes every inftant grow, , 44 

And markt each diange of -place with change of woe : 

« 

In regions, where th* Almighty's chaftenii:ig -Hand 

» 

With livid Peftilence afHidb the land ; 

Or where pale Famine blafts the. hopeful year, 

*• . ■« ' 

DifFufing Want and mifery fevere ; 

Or where at fea. the broad embattled line ^o 

Of hoftile fhips, in flaming combat join; 

Where florms and waves the helpiefs bark aflail. 

Till o'er her crew diftrefs and death prevail. 

Such joylefs toils in early youth endur'd, 

Th' expanding dawn of mental day obfcur'd ; 55 

Each genial paflion of the foul fuppreft. 

And quencht the ardor kindling iq my brcafl. . . , 

■'■'':• L- Then 
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Then ccnfurc notfeverc thcnativc fong,- 
Tho jarriog foutidsjthe meafur'd verfe prolong ! 
Tho terms uncoxith oflfend thefofter car, . 60 

Yet truth, and human anguifli deign to hear L . 
No laurel wreathes the lays attempt to claim^ 
Nor fculptur'd brafs totell the poet*s namc^ 

■ 

Thee Memory ! too, the tragic talc implores^ 
Arife ! approach \ unlock thy trcafur'd ftores ! 65 

She congies confeff, aufpicious to the fight, 
O^er all my foul difFufing facred lights 
Serenely mild her look •, around her head 
Refulgent wreaths of azure glory fpread : 
Her radiant wings like Iris' flaming bo\(r, 7Q 

With various hues in rich profufioa glow \ 
With thefe, along ^h* immenfity of fpace. 
She fcours the rapid, intellcdkual race ^ 
In her right hand an ample roll appears. 
Containing annals of preceding years y ^ 75 

With every wife and noble art of man. 
Since firft the circling hours their courfe began : 

VLtt left a filver wand ere6t employs, 

Whofe magic touch Oblivion's gloom dcftroys ': 

6 Tte 
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The fugitive ideas flic reftorcs, i^ 86 

And calk the wandering thought from Lethe's (hores. 
To things long pad, a fecond date Ihe gives; 
And hoary Time from her frcfh 'youth receives ; ' ; 
Congenial filler of undying Fame 

She fhares her power, and MemOr^- is her name* 8$ 

» 

O ! firft-born daughter of primeval Time, 

^ - . , .. , - ^ . - 

By whom tranfmitted down in every clime. 

The deeds of ages long elapft are known. 

And biazon'd glories fpread from zone to zone ; 

Whofe magic breath difpells the mental night, 90 

And o'er pbfcur'd ideas pours the light ! 

Say ! on whtft feas, for thou alone canft tell,. , 

What agonies a fated Ihipi.befcl ? 

Full on my foul the drcadfutfcenc difplay, • 

And give its- latent horrors, to the day ! / 95 

• « 

A Ihip from Egypt, o'er the watery plain 
Defign'd her courfe to Adria's rich domain : 
^ From fair.Britannia^s iflc derived her name, 100 

And thence her crew, Qic flaves of Fortune, came, . 

The 
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The flying phantom e^er, they.lJHr&lds-,;:.- ./: -ipp 
And fiiUghc ia certtio: ilU, ima^pr4.g09d : ' . :,. ^ 
Tho caufion'd oft. herflippery path to^l^n, ;.;.. ,y.^ 
Hope .ftia with; pi$)m&'4JQy5 ^Wudlhem en j.; ;. ; \ 
And, while they liften'-d.to her winnJng lore,; ..-.-.::• 
The foftcr fcene$ ^f, peace cpuld pleafp no more. 195 
Long abfenti.they from friends and native home. 
Were o'er the. cheerlefs main iniir'd to roam ^ 
Yet Heaven, in pity to.fevere diftrefs, , ^^ 

Each painful voyage ended with fuccefs ; 
Still to comppnfate toils and.anguifh paft, ^ iio 
ReftorM ^;he.m to maternal plains at laft. 



«. ' 4^ A 4^ 



>■ ' 



Thrice the revolving Sun in bright, c«r<er, 
Acrofs th? Equator rdil'd his flaming fpherer* 
Since laft the veffel iaunch'd from. Albion's \Qs^..:'l 
^itb daring keel to ptow the KquidibillS ...j L.IJJ 
She thro' the yielding flood from Ihore to ihore 
Convey'd, unwearying, her commercial ftore : 
The richeft ports o£ Afric (he had view'd» . ^ 
And thence to Italy :her courfe purfu'd : . ^ . . "^ 
- TJien paft alppg TrinJicria's burning jil«> ... l%<y 

And vifitcd th? mar@n of the Nile. . . ;. ^ 

"Whea 
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When alinoft now expir*d the tedious jace. 

The feafon to return proceeds apace ; , . 

They, blind to Fate's immutable decree. 

No intervening incidents forefee : 125 

From Venice homeward now they feem to fteer. 

No tempers to retard, no perils near ; 

Enflam'd by Hope, their throbing hearts elate. 

Ideal pleafures vainly antedate ; 

Before whofe vivid intelleftual ray, 1 30 

Diftrefs recedes, and Danger melts away. 

Already Britilh coails appear to rife. 

The chalky cliffs falute their longing eyes ; " 

Each to his breaft, where floods of rapture roll. 

Embracing drains the miftrefs of his foul : 135 

Ev'n they Love's foft impreflions too can feel, 

Whofe ftubbprn hearts are fheath'd in triple fteel ; 

Each bofom heaves Affeftion*s genuine figh. 

And beams of nature kindle every eye. 

Nor lefs o'erjoy'd, with fympathetic truth, 140 

Each faithful maid expefts th' approaching youth \ 

In diftant fouls congenial pafTions glow. 

And mutual feelings mutual blifs beftow. 

C Such 
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Such, ihadcwy happinefs th*if thought employs, 
lUufion aD, and vifionary joys J 2 45 

« • • • 

*rhus time elapft while o*er the pathlefs tide 
The fkilful chiefs their gallant veflel guide. 
Occafion call'd to touch at Candia's fliore. 
Which, bkft with favoring gaks, they foori explore 5 
The haven enter, borne before the gale, 156 

Difpatch their commerce and prepare to fail. 

£ternal powers ! how conqtjeft has defac'd 
This ifte, and laid her nioble cities wafte ! 
Her natives, in antiquity ftiil fam'd^ 
The circling ftates with admiration tam'd,. 155 

But fallen and loft appears their' glory now J 
To Ottoman's imperious yoke they bow : 
No thirft of Fame the drooping heart infpires. 
For ftern Oppreffion kills their noble fires. 
Tho ftill luxuriant Plenty crowns her plains, 160 
"Whofe produce all the Cyclades maintains 9 
Sharp penury afflifts thefe wretched ifles. 
There Hope nc*€r dawns. Profperity ne'er fmiles 5 

The 
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The vaflal wretch contented drags^ his chain. 

And idews his famifc'd babe$ lament in vain : 1 65 ' 

Thefe cyea bare fe?». the barren cultur'd foil 

A feventh year mock the weary laborer's toil. 

No blooniing Venus, on the defart fliore. 

Hinted, fees her yaffal gods adore « - 

No Helens here with loyely, fatal charms, 1 70 

d - • 

/ 

Excite th' avenging chiefs of Greece to arms : 
No fair Penelopes attradt the eye, 

A 

For whom contending kings ar? proud to die. 
Here fuUen Beauty fbeds a twilight ray. 
And freezing Sorrow bids her bldoni decay : . fj/^ 
Thofe charms, fo long renown'd iij claflic ftrains, 
'\V0ui4 dim appear on Albion** happy jpUins, 

1 

Now to the foutbern hemifphere the fun, 
Thro the bright Virgin and the Scales, had run. 
And, on th' Ecliptic^. wheePd his radial way, i2^ 
fill the fierce Scorpion felt his flaming ray : 
Four days becalmed the vcflel here remains. 
And yet no hope of aiding wind obtains ; 
A fickening vapor lulls the air to deep. 
And not a breeze awakes the filent deep ; 1 85 

C 7f This, 
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This, when th* autumnal equinox is o*cr 
And Phoebus to the north declines no morct 
The cautious mariner, whom heaven informs. 
Still deems the prelude of approaching ftorms : 
No dread of ftorms the Rlafter's foul reftraiil, 190 
A captive fetter*d to* the oar of gain ! 
Impatient of delay, his aftive heart 
Expefts the winds from Candia to depart, 
Determined, from whatever point they rife, 

• • • • 

• ' - - * 

To truft his fortune to the feas and fkjes. 195 

^ The fun*s bright orb, declining all feitne. 
Now fhonc obliquely o'er the verdant fccne. 

Creation fmiles around ; on every fpray 

The warbling birds exalt the choral lay ; 

Jn broken meafures roll the limpid ftreams, 200 

And o'er the vales a floating luftre gleams 5 

The glaflfy ocean hulht forgets to roar. 

And trembling, murmurs on the fandy ftiorc \ 

A thoufand fun-flufht hues, divinely gay. 

The vivid Weft ineffable array j 205 

On the green lawn the dancing Ihades prolong. 

And, gaily (kipping, bleat the fleecy throng, 

Arabian 
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Arabian fweets perfiime the golden plains ; 

w 

Above, beneath, around, Inchantmcnt reigns. 

While yet the fdngfters of the vocal grove, 2XO« 

With dying numbers tune the foul to love 5 ' 

While glowing Vefper leads the ftany train. 

And Night flow draws her veil o'er land and main : 

Emerging 9louds the azure Eaff invade. 

And wrap the lucid Ipheres in gradual fhadc 5 215 

With joyful eyes th* attentive Malter fees 

Th* aufpicious omens of an eaftern breeze. 

Round the charged bowl the failors form a ring. 

Recount the wondrous tale, or mutual fing. 

As love or battle, hardfhips of the main, 223 

Or focial wine excite the ruftic ftrain ; 

When ended, fome the watch alternate keep. 

The reft regardlefs fink in filent fleep. 

Thou living ray of intelleftual fire I 
Whofe gleams fpontaneous all my lines inipire^ 225 
Ere yet th' awaking incidents convene. 
And chain attention on th* eventful fccne. 
Record who chief among the gallant crew 
Th' unbleft purfuit of intercfl: hither drew ! 

I Can 
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Can fons of Neptune, gencjrous, firm aad brave, 23qi^ 
For fordid meed in paia and peril Have ? 

* . • » 

They can'j for this, cndu*d with magic art^ 
Can ;'ule the paffions, and corrupt the heart ; 
This ftrews witfci rofes life's perplexing road. 
And opes the gates of Pleafure's loft abode y 23^ 
This to the spotted Villain giv^s applaufe. 
To whom, in vain, fad Merit pleads her caufe 5 ^ 
This fpreads with flaughter'd heaps the bloody plaiq, 
And pours adventurous thouiand« p'ej: the main* 

r -The lately fhip, with all her daring bj^nd, 849 
70 fkilful Albert own'd the fhicf command ^ 
Him Science taught, with foaring eye, to trace 
The planets, wheeling in eternal race : 
To hazards long invjr'd, his dreadlefs foul, 
Unmov'd, beheld tempeftuous oceans roll 5 24^ 

< 

0*€r the wild furge, when difinal Ihadcs prefide, 
His equal flcill the lonely bark cpi»ld guide i 
His fpirit ftill for each event prepat^i, 
Rofe with the ftann, and all it's dangers ihar?d. 

Wher^ 
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Where full in view Augufta's fpires arc feen, 250 
With flowery lawns and waving woods between. 
An humble habitation rofe, beHde 
Where Thames meandring rolls his folemn tide. 
There liv*d the hope and pleafure of his life, 
A pious daughter with a faithful wife : 255 

For his return with fond officious care. 
Still every pleafing objeft thefe prepare : 
Whatever can allure the fmell or fight. 
Or wake the drooping fpirits to delight* 



X 



To guide this blooming maid in Virtue*s road, z6o 
Th* admiring parents all their care beftow'd j 
Her Ipotlefs foul, to foft afFcdlion trained. 
No fin untun'd, no fickening folly ftain'd ; 
Not fairer grows the lily of the vale, 
Whofe bolbm opens to the vernal gale ; 265 

A lovelier blufh, untaught, adom*d her cheek. 
Than gilds thefky when fummer-mornings break 5 
Her glowing eyes, with fweet attraftion roU'd, 
Ehflav'd the pallions, and the fenfe controPd t 
Fann'd by the courting zephirs from her head, 270 
Along her neck the waving treflfes fpred j 

Her 
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Her mind and form adorn'd with native cafe 
In focial harmony cpnfpir'd to pleafe. 



O ! if that foul, where ftainlefs beauty fhone^ 
Replete with living colors all it*s own, 275 

Thus innocent, could feel the fling of pain. 
With guilt, what pangs, what agonies muft reign ! 
Yet £he th' undying worm of anguifh proved. 
For, ah ! the gentle maid feverely lov'd. 
A gallant youth awak'd the virgin flame, 280 

That glow'd unfeen, Palemon was his name 5 
Nor long in vain, for trembling in her eyes. 
He foon beheld the quick emotions rife *, 
And while transfixt he gaz'd, his throbing breaft 
Th* infeftious fire with mutual force confeft ; 2.85 
Each bofom felt the genial current flow. 

Blended alas /! too foon with tides of woe* 



By Nature's gifts Palemon taught to charm, 
To fofteft love the frozen heart could warm ; 
Yet tho he knew the faireft of the plain, 290 

For him conqeal'd, pofleft the native pain, 

H» 
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I 

His foul, where moral truth fpontarieous grew, ^ 

No guilty wiflhr, no cruel piaflion knew, 

Tho tremblingly ^wake to Nature's laws. 

Yet wer firth to Honor's^ ftcred eaufe. 195 

I'hriee happy foil ! * had learning's yital ray 

Produced it^s pregnant Bloflbms to the day : 

*_, ' * * * * ' ' • 

flut all th* abortire l^eauties of his mind > ^ . - r- ' 

» • • » < . 

A fordid father's avarice confined, 

Ahd nufft alone the mercenary art ' 30^ 

That 3cills the fpringing rofes of the heai*t. 

But he indignant '^w the golden chain 

In^fervile bonds elch generous thought reftraifii. ' 

His virtue ftlll appeared, tho wrapt in fliade, 

As^^ftars with trembling light the<:k)uds>pervad^. 305 

Ill-fated youth ! tehiftant I exprefs 

Thy plaintive tale of undcferv'd diftrefs, 

^That fweird'the tear in blooming AjmA^s eye,. 

And from her bofom heaved the fociil figh. 



I I 



For yet, while wandering in the fifcnt grove, 310 
Unheard they breath'd the fentiments of love, 

• ' . ' * • 

When each fweet interview incteaft it's power. 
As morning dews awake the vernal flgwen 

D While 
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While their chafte fouls pofleft the pleafing pains. • 

That truth improves and virtue ne'er reftrains, 31 5: 

Their mutual flame Pajuemon's father heard, 

Whofe kindled rage the youth too juftly £ear*d :. 

Conflifting p^ons (hook.his- venal mind. 

Not warm'd by beauty, nor by lave refin'd : 

He, by the luft of riches only mov'dy. 3,30* 

Such mean connexions haughtily reprov-d ;^ 

JFor many freighted fhips from fhore to fliore. 

Their wealthy chaise by his appointment bore ;- 

And this, which Albert's pilotage. obey'd„ 

Appeared pre-eminent for fize ^nd trade. g;:^ 

Indignant, he rebuk'd th* incautious boy, 

*Whofe thought no fordid views of wealth employ,. 

For he far other paffions would infpire. 

And kindle \n his breaft a bafer fire. 

Long with unequal art in vain he ftrove 330 

To quench th* ethereal flame of ardent love 5 

Oft try'd with Mufic's all-prevailing lore 

His foul's defertcd qjliet tpreftore v 

•• • . 

Oft led him where diffufive joys excite 
The heart to mirth,, or chaia the rayilh-d fight. 33^5 

With 
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^With all her powers inchanting Mufic faiPd, 

And Pleafure's fyren-voice.no more j)revaird : 

Not Beauty's fweet attradkion could perfuade 

His rooted pailion from the charming maid. 

Th* impatient father, fir'd with proud difdain, 340 

At laft refolv^d to fend him o'er the main. 

Deep anguiih, ^while Pai:emon heard his vdoom. 

Drew o'er his lovely face a feddening gloom : 

High beat his .hearty faft flow'd th' unbidden tear, 

»His bofom heav'd with agony feverc. 345 

In vain, alas ! with unavailing fighs. 

He pleads a fuit, that ruthlefs fcorn denies : 

.His fire, to grief unfeeling as the wind, 

3"? Albert's care xh* obedient youth confign'd. 



'The fliip was laden and prepafd to fail, 350 

,And only waited now the leading gale : 
The parting pair a thoyfand tortures prove. 
The poignant tortures of <ie%airing love, 
jThe fpringing wifh that never can repofc, 
Defire, whofe ardent tide unebbing flows, 355 

The fluftu^ting pangs of hope and fear, 
Joy diftant ftill, and forrow ever near* 

D ^ Thefe 



/ 



«2» T H B $ H LP WJl BGX' 

Thefe wdundt, fcvereiy fek Sii cither hearty 
Their fad cpiftles mutually impart* . 



f 



EnflaHl'd with tremWkig hopie, Pale mon write*, 360 

Ere yet th^ ingrat^ful wind pur Jhip ifivitesj 

O let thefe longing eyes behold again • • 

The iovely fource of all my blifs and pain 1 

For to my father I this fiiit addreft. 

But he-, unpity ing^ heard my laft requeft ; 365 

Inflexibly determined to fulfil 

The rigid diftttes of paternal will. 

And when the veflTel leaves Augufta's port, 

Beneath his eye to Dover I refort. 

And, there embark t, depart my native ihor^, jj^q 

The fea's tempeftuous wilds to venture o'er-: — - 



" Lo, while to thee my foul impatient flies. 
*' The cruel weft- winds inaufpicious rife ! 
^« Perhaps, the Pilot's -warning voice even now 
" Commands the lifted anchor to the bow^ ! 
** All hope and joy my wounded mind defert. 

For I, perhaps, to-morrow may depart. 

? Stfe the firft rbt€ of this Canto. 



<i 
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H My e^er-charmiAg Awna ! \yho alone 

^« Can all thcf pmg& of ftdvcrfe fate atone, 

;" When o-ertheworki the glooms of midnight roll, 380 

.« To thee I come, dear miftrefs of my foul I 

M O difappoint not my impatient love ! 

?« But with thy fmiks this agony remove I 

?« If this laft interval efcape in vain, 

f' I ne*er may fee thy heavenly face again V[ 385 

X 

I 

Yet while the weeping miflive Anna reads 

The fear'd event in fatal hafte proceeds ! 

With rifing power the fea-ward breezes blow I 

• .- 
Aloft in air the parting fignals flow ! 

Aboard with forrow wing*d thp females flew, 390 

To bid the father and the lord adieu. 

When on the poop th* inchanting Fair was feen. 

Nor lefs Ihe feem'd than beauty's matchlefs queen 5 

And while in charhis inefifable flie fhone. 

Each bofom felt a foftnefs not it*s own. 395 

Not Cleopatra, on th' Egyptian flood 

When her triumphant naval chariot rode. 

In all the pomp of filk and gems array'd, 

Was half fo lovely as this Britifh maid. 

From 
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From her foft breaft, infpiring chafte delight^ .4.00 

A ftream of glory burft upon the fight 5 

While pious woe, that dim'd her angel-face. 

To blufliing beauty added tenfold graces 

Faft by that dome, where from afflifting fate, 

The vctcrJin failor finds a fafe retreat *, ^o^ 

The boat prepares .to waft them to the fhore •: 

T4iey part, alas ! perhaps .to meqt no more. 

O mufe ! in filence hide the mournful fcene ! 

Where all the pangs of fympathy convene. 

Ye tender maids, in whofe |)athetic fouls 4xp 

Compaflion's facred ftream impetuous rolls, 
'Whofe warm affedtions exquifitely feel 
The piercing anguifti of the Paphian fteel^ 
Ah ! let no wanderer of the ftormj niair^ 
Tho 'fair and good, your yielding hearts obtain ! ^j£ 
Let not your melting tendernefs approve 
The fond efFufions of their ardent love j 
O warn'd, avoid the path that leads to woe. 
Where thorns and baneful weeds alternate grow ! 
Let them feverer Stoic nymphs poflefs, 420 

Whofe ftubborn paffions feel no foft diftrcA. 

* Qreenwich bofpital. 
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The veffel parted on the falling tide, . , 

And homeward now the female mourners hied. . 
The fun was funk, and night, advancing flow, 
In filent gloom involved the world below-, . 425^ 

When to the place appointed Anna mov'd, * 
Impatient to behold the fwain fhe lov!d. 
In the dumb path his hafty fteps fhe hears, 
He comes, confeft, the ravifh'd youth appears 1 
But ah ! what magic numbers can exprefs , 430 

The trembling extafies their fouls poflefs ? 
O all ye foft perceptions that impart 
Impetuous rapture to the fainting heart I 
In griefs laft gloom, who bid th* inchanting ray 
Of joy voluptuous agonies convey ! 435 

Need my fond foul, alas ! your diftance fear, 
Whofe influence,, felt too powerfully fevcre, 
Nips the gay fumrner of mjr vital year. 



With love's refifl:lefs impulfes opprefl:, . , 

He clafpt the blufliing virgin to his breafl: : . 440 
While her*s congenial beat the fond alarms, 

Diflblving foftncfs ! paradife of charms ! 

Their 



I 
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Their blending IpiritSi that each Gther- drew, 
Flalht from their eyes, in warm f rarisfufion flew.- 

• » 

O exquifite enjoyment ! here alone 44^ 

Elyfian pleafures unallay'd are known f 
This kindles fweet affeftion's pureft Erty 
And breathes in moral bofbms chafte defire i 
The genuine figh that bleeding virtue heaves. 
Here, the corroding ftifig of woe relieves* 4^0 

Ah ! wherefore ftiould my hopelefs love, flie cries. 

While forrow burft in interrupting (ighs, 

. « 

For ever deftin'd to lament in vairt. 

Such flattering, fond ideas entertain ? 

Too high, ^as ! afpir'd my fanguine flame,' 4^5 

To blifs decreed for fome fuperior dame : 

*Tis mine, abandori'd to-fevcre diftrefs. 

Still to cpmplain and never hope redrefs. 

Go then, dear youth!' thyfather^s rageatone,* 

And let this tortured bofom figh alone ! 460 

Thou yet the hovering anger mayft appeafe, * 

Go then, dear youth ! nor brave the faithlefs feas- ? 

Find out fome happier maid, whofe equal charms. 

With fortune^s fairer fmiles, may bkfs-thy arms : 

5 Where 
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Where warm ,Prolperity htr beam difplays^ 46^ 

Whofc fun-bright glow no mifery allays. 
Yet haftc thee hence, Palemon ! ere too late^ 
And (top the current of thy ebbing fate ! 
On me let fid aflBidtiofl oxily fall ! 
My heart for thee will gladly fufFef alL 4f6 

No longer then th* important time delay, 
Which, ah ! too fooh may fummon thee away* 



O evef-Jov«d f the captive fttrairi rejdin'd^ 
While hoftile paffions agonii'd his rtiind^ 
Canfl: thou, bright pattern of exalted tfuth ! 4^J 
D6om ta decay the fummer of thy youth ? 
And I, ingrateful, all that fWeetnefs fefi 
Confign'd to lafting mifefy for me ? 
O firft difeafe ( let thy contagious breath 
Confume my flowery years jvith blafts of death f 480 
Atteft, thou Moon ! refplerident queen ef night t 
Whofe luftre fickens at this mournful fight. 
By all the pangs that parting lovefs prove^ 
Which fweet poffeffioh can alone remove j 
By all the horrors tiMWi torment the deepv 4.^ J 

Where fate and ruin dreadfiil empire keep $ 

E- By 
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By hcaven^s loud thlinders,* that avenging roar. 
And fhakc th* affrighted earth from Ihore to fliorc 5 
Tho tyrant-duty force me to fulfil 
A father's fixt, inexorable will ; 4^0 

Tho Fortune Ihould in tides inceflant flow. 
My faithful flame can never ceafe to glow : 
My heart, that now mufl: every joy refign. 
Incapable of change, is only thine. 



He faid •, in mingled fym^thy of woe, 495 

Their hearts, furcharg'd with varied paflions, glow: 
As on his neck th* afflicted maiden hung, 
A thoufand racking doubts her fpirit wrung ; 
She antedates each peril of the deeps. 
And, all alive to foft afFedion, weeps : 506 

With mild perfuafion he difpels her fear. 
And kiffes from her cheek the rplling tear : 
So the reviving fun exhales the (howers 
That fall alternate on th' evolving flowers • 

O ceafe to weep ! this ftorm will yet decay, 505 
And thefe fad glooms of forrow melt away. 

While 



T H E S H I P W R E C K. ^f 

While thro the rugged path of life we go, 

AU mortds tafte the bitter draught of woe. 

The fam'd and great, decreed to human pain. 

Full oft in fovereign wrctchednefs complain. 510 

This bids profperity, with brighter ray. 

In fmiling contraft, gild our vital day, 

Wie too (hall yet rejoice, lo ! I return 

Ere twice ten months elapfe, then ceafe to mourn ! 

This will our exil'd peace at laft reftore, 515 

When never Jntereft fhall divide us more, 



. Her ftruggling foul, o'erwheWd with latent gri<sf, 
Now found an interval of fhort relief : 
So feels the frozen ftream at noon of day 
Awhile the parting fun's enervate ray. 52Q 

With cruel haflte the fhades of night withdrew^ 
And warn'd the lovers to their fad adieu. 
Lpok down with pity, oh ! ye powers above. 
Who fee th* uncommon pangs their bofoms prove ! 
Ife, who thp fecret laws of Fate explore, 525 

Al6ne can tell if he returns no more : 
Or, if the hour of future joy remain, 
^ong-wiflit atonement for long-fufFer'd pain. 

E a While 



j8 T H E S HI P W R EC K/ 

While dying fondnefs langviifh'd in their eyes. 

She pour'd her fou^ to heaven in fapplistnt fighs ; 530 

^ade every guardian miniitcr attend. 

And from all iU the wandering youth defend. 

In griefs exceft they parted twice in vain, 

And, virg'd by ftrong attraftion, met again* 

Let not the wretched fl^ve$ qf Folly fcpri^ 535 

This facrcd paflion, Nature's eldeft born | 

3liperior anguifli makes no vain appeal 

To hearts that unrelenting frofts congeaL 

Once more farewel ! th' embracing lovers cry'4> 

f 

Then, torn with agonizing throes,' divide, 540 



Two days now paft Palemqn came aboard. 
Where in the Downs the veflel lay fecur*d : 
The merchant then, t>eforc they left the land, 
Imposed or; AL9E15.T his fcy^re command -, 
A talk he knew beyoqd the power of art, 545 

The youth's prevailing paflion to divert. 
With equal hope he might attempt to bind, 
In chains of adamant, the lawlefs wind 5 
Then, if the flame unalter-d ftill furvive. 
In fpite of feparatipn all alive, 550 

At 
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At has return ht meant alone to blame 

Xhe Mafter, and his fcrvices difckim ; 

Jngrateful pica ! for Albert, ever juft. 

With diligence and care maintain*d his tmft. 

Tht fhip then parting foon from Albion's Ihore, ^^^- 

To regions far remote Pawmon bore. 



Such was the-ftory of that faithful youth, 
Who ftill pofleft inviolable truth : 
l^tilt Ann a's image fwims before his frght, 
Jn fleeting yifion, thro the rcftlefs night : 560 

Still mutual fear and hope their bofoms prove, 

• <• »^ 

for only death can coftcjuer real love. 

Rqdmond the next degree to Albert bore, 
A hardy fon of England's farthefl: Ihore : 
Where bleak Northumbria pours her favage train, ^^^ 
In footy thoulands, o*er the northern main. 
That, with her pitchy entrails fraught, refort 
In fable fquadrons to Augufta's port ; 
Expert to found or heave the * windlals bar, 
But ftrangers to the art of naval war, 570 

* See the note, p. 33. 

Thence 



•s 
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Thence Rodmqnd. came, true pattern of the reft ! 

No focial paiCon warm'd his (^ubborn brcaft ; 

Unfkill'd to argye, in diipytes yet loi^d* 

Bold, without forei}g}it, without honor, proyd ^ 

l^ach veteran rule tenacioufly he priz*d, gjg^ 

And all improvements haughtily de^s'4 ; 

JHEis wifdom never for advice appealed, ^ 

Wifdom al^s ! from other eyes comp^l'd. 

Yet, tho improvident of future ijl, . ^ - 

At every neejl he plied his utmoft fkilj. ^S^ 

To RoDMOND^ next in order pf command, 
Enfu'd the youngeft of the nsujic band^ 
Whofe vital fpring had juft began to bloom. 
When o'eV it forro\y fpred her fickening gloom. 
But a|i ! in filence Memory roll a n^me 585 

That courts no rank among the fons of Famp ! 
On him fair Science Iliot her orient ray. 
Maturing vernal genius to the day ; 
But foon Adverfity, with freezing blaft, 
Nipt every bud, and every ray o*ercaft, ^99 

Reludant, forc'd by her fevere Command, 
He left fair Science, and his native land. 

« 

a Permit 
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t 

Permit thefe lays, yc bleft Aonian train ! 

To call Arion this ill-fated fwain ; 

For, like that bard unhappy, on his head 595 

Malignant ftars their eiEcacy fhed ; 

Both in lamenting numbers o'er the deep. 

With confcious anguifh tajught the lyre to weep : 

The raging billows both in fafcty bore. 

Amid deftrudtion^ panting to the fhore. €00 

This laft may yet withdraw oblivion's veil. 

That wraps ki filent ihades this tragic tale ; 

His feeling notes fincerely may ccmiplain. 

While fad remembrance bleeds at every veinu 

Here his warm wKh attempted to explore 605 

Antiquities of nations now no more ; 

To penetrate each diftant realm unknown. 

And range excurfive o'er th' untraveFd zone : 

In vain, for ftcrn Adverfity's command 

Debar'd his entrance to each wilht-for land ^ 6 to 

With unrelenting ire his fteps oppos'd. 

And every gate of hope againft him clos'd* 

Oft in the watch of night with him alone 
Palemon would hi? UI-ftar*d love bemoan. 

Then; 
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Then, mov'd by facred fympathy of grief, 6t^ 

Each lightened bofom felt a kind relief i 
For fweet compaflion, by celeftial arc, 
Retunes the jarring numbers of the hearc# 
To him Arion oft recounted o'er 
Eack tale of haplefs love in clafiic hte^ . 62 or 

Till forrow, riot his own, humanely felt;^ 
Iiifocial pity, taught hig foul to melt, . . ", 

Pa LEMON in return would oft impart 
To h}m . the warm effufioils of hifc heart 4 
To him the fcene of parting4ove rcvcaFd, 6ig 
From all befide in midnight Ihades conceaFd. 
vT6 mutual friendfliip thus fincerely true. 
No fecret wilh or fear their bofoms knew ; 
In mutual hazards oft fevercly try'd. 
Nor hope nor danger dould their love divide j 63.0 
Sweet union of infeparablc fouls ! 
^hat every tempeft of the mind controls. 



Thefe; chief among the (hip^s c^ndufting tfafn^ - 
Her path explored along the deep domain ; 

* . • • » * , 

0*er all the reft, an undiftinguifh'd crew f ^3S 

Obfcurity her faWe curtain dre w^ 

Deep 
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JDcep midnight now invefts the livid fkies, 
When eallcrn breezes, yet enervate, rife ; 
The pale-orb'd moon difFufing watery rays. 
Gleamed o'er protraded clouds and ambient haze ; 640 
A mighty halo round her filver throne. 
With parting meteors croft, portentous flionc* 
This oft the prelude of tempeftuous gales 
Is decm'd, but here th* ethereal menace fails. 
The chief was call'd, the failors rous*d from fleep, 645 
At his. command tmmoor the fettered Ihip : 
They fix tlie bars, and heave the windlafs round,. 
At every turn the clattering pawls refound^ 
The anchor from it's hold uprooted, now 
DragM by it's cable, ftrikes the lofty bow *. 650 
High on the flippery mafts f the yards \ afcend. 
And far abroad the canvafs wings extend. 

* Bows are the round parts of the fhip's outfide forward, fram 
where the planks begin to bend till they clofe at the^ftem : this 
word is pronounced like the bough of a tree. The cable is woujid 
in by a roller, hence called a windlafs, which is prevented from 
turning back by ftrong pavtls of wood and iron. 

f In all (hips there are three mafts m one length, viz, the 
lower-maft, the top-maft, and top-gallant-mafl ; the laft of which 
refis upon the head of the top-mad, as the top-mail does at the 
head of the lower-*mail: ; fo that thefe two upper can at any time 
be let down to make the ihip hold the lefs quantity of wind when 
ihe rides at anchor iu a ilorm, j&c. 

X Yards are long poles, tapering from the middle to. each ead«. 
whofe ufes are to extend the upper part of the fquarc fails, 

F Along 
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Along the glafly plain the veflel glides, 

\Vhile azure radiance trembles on her fides : 

The floating rays in long refleftion gleam, 6^^ 

With filver deluging the fluid ftream. 

Levant and Thracian gales alternate play. 

Then round ^th' Egyptian quarter die away. 

A calm enfues, adjacent fliores they dread. 

The boatsi with rowers mann'd, are fent a-head*, 660 

With tow-ropes f faften'd td the J bowfprit's end ;, 

Their fweeping oars, the lufly crew extend 5 

Succefs attends their Ikill, the danger's o*erj 
The port is doubled, and beheld no more- 



» . Now Morn, with gradual pace, advanced on high, 66^ 
Whitening with orient beam the twilight ilcy : 
She comes not in refulgent pomp array'd, 

lb 

But frowning ftern, and wrapt in fuUen ihadc, 

• A;Thead, any diHan'ce before the (Kip. 

f Tow-ropes have one end fafteiied to the foreinoft pai'ts of t^e 
Ihip, and the othei' to the boat-fterns, to drag the (hip along, by 
lowing in the boats : Towing is chiefly ufed when a ihip, * for 
want of wind, is fofced toward the (hpre by the fwell of the fea. 

t Bow-fprit is a boom or mail: which projects over the (lem : it's ufe 
is to caVry fail in the fore end of the (hip, to counter- ballance the 
ikil that is fet "abaft, or in the hinder part ; and like wife to fupport 
the fore-maft by ropes which ftrctch froia the maft-head to the 
bbwfpnc-end, called flays^ 

• ...»• 

> -v * .i Above 
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Above incumbent mills tall Ida*s height. 
Tremendous rock ! emerges on the fight. 670 

North-eaft a league, the ifle of Standia bears ; 
And weftward, Frefchin*s woody cape appears^ 



In diftant angles, while the tranfient gales 
Alternate blow^ they^ trim ti^ flagging fails ; 
The clrowfy air attentive to-retail^ -^675 

As from unnumbered points it fwe^s-the main. •- ~ 
Now fwelling ftu'n'faiis ^ on each fide extend, 
Th^fe foon difmift, ^ thi ilay-fails -+ next afccpd ; - 
While all to fit ttie veeftifig winds are placM, 
With yards alternate fquare- J arid' fharply brac*d. €Sv 






The dim horizon fettled vapors Ihrowd, 
And now the fun- appearM above the clbud : 
^'hro the wide dtmof|^ere, condenft with haz^, " . ^ 
His glaring orb emits a fanguine blaze. 

• Studding, or fteeyliig-fail's are long, narrow fails, fet only in 
fine weather and f*ir winds, on the out-fide of the larger -fquarc 
fails. « - ' .... I 

t Stay-fails are three-cornered fails, \yhich are hoifled up op 
the flays, as a curtatu riins-Ofi its rbd> fkted tcrfland-'Oh a&dt or 
quartering wind. 

t . Yar<5 are faid td be fijuare, whotv thcj^ hing right acrofs the 
Ihip, and braced^ when they form greater or Icfs angles' with her 
length, ' . • ■'" . \ '. :"•'. ' ^ 

.. .• F ? ' ■ « The 
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The Pilots now their Azimuth attend, . 685 

On which all courfcs, duly form'd, depend :.. . 

The compafs arid the odtant ready lay, 

Reflefting planes and incident, furvey •, 

Along the arch, the gradual index Aides, 

And Phoebus down the vertic* circle glides ; 690^ 

Now feen on ocean's utmoft verge to fwim. 

He fweeps it vibrant with his nether limb. 

Thus, height and polar diftarice Is obtained,. 

Then latitude and declination gain'd : 

In chiliads next, th* an^ogy is ft>yght, ^^95 

And on tht finical triangle wrought: 

By .tlu$, magnetic variance is explored* . v .; 

Juft angles known, and polar truth reftor'd* 

The natives, while the fhip departs their land, 

Alhore^ with admiration gazing^ ftan4 .. . 700 

Majeftically (Ipw, hefyfi^ the btrewe^ : 

• . < 

She naov'd trijumphant o'er the yielding feas. 

Her bottom thro tranflucent waters fhdne. 
White 33 the clouds beneath the blaze of noon ; . 
The bending wales, their contraft next difplay'd, 705 
All * fore and aft in polifh*d jet array'd. 

* From one end of the fliip to the other. < 

Bri- 
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Britannia rWtng awful at the head. 

Sat an the blended crofs of white and red : 

The convex fides then far above the ftream, 

Refleft thro pine-tree gum the folar beam ; 710 

Th* artillery there in two protruded tiers, 

Pell, dark, terrific ! to the fight appears. 

Vermilion armors all the tops inveli, 

And martial trophies either quarter dreft. 

Then tbwer'd themafts, and lofty fails on high, 715 

Where loofe in air^ the floating fl:reaxners fly ; 

Thus gay^ thus beautiful fhe cleav^jd the main, ' 

The pride and wonder of the watery reign. 

-But now, beneath the lofty veflel's ftern *, 
•^ Aoal of fportive dolphins they difcern, 72a 

^^Oi ing from burnifli'd fcales refulgent rays, 
*^^le all the glowing ocean feems to blaze : 

In 

^^^"^ rling wreathes they wanton on the tide, 
^^'^ bqund aloft, now dow^ynard fwiftly glide : 
^t^ile baieath the waves their tracks remain, 725 

^ bum in filvcr ftreams along the liquid plaint 

^tern, the hindcrmofl or aftmbit parts of a ihip on the outfide* 

Soon, 
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Soon, to the ^brt qf death, the crew repair. 
Dart the barb'd ftccl, or Ipread the baited fnarc. 
One, unfufpicious, glides belov/ the chains *, 
And wheels along beneath the pointed grains ; '/^^ 
A (kilful markfojan o'er his head fijfpends 
The forky prongs, and every turn* attends. 
Unerring aim'd, thq miffile. weapon flew. 
And, plungir^, ftrikcs the trembling viftim thro : 
Th' upturning porpts his ponderous b.ulk fuftain; 73^ 

He ftrives to difci^ge.himfelf in yain 5 

But, as on deck th' approach of death, he leels, ' 
And flitting life efcap^s infanguine rills, ■ 

What radiant changes fl:rike th' afl:onifli'd fight I 

» 

What glpwing hues of mingled Ihade and light 1- 74Q 
Not equal beauties gild the lucid Wefl:, 
With parting beams, all o'er divinely dreft ; 
Not lovelier colors paint the vernal dawn. 
When orient dews impearl th' enamel'd lawn, 
Than< from his fides, in bright cffufion flk)W, ' 745 
That, now in gol4/C.nipyreal fcem to glow ; .* . -. 

* Chains are Arong {^ates or links of iron bolted tQ~tj)e tiibb^ 
on each fide all the mads, to which the fhrouds of the mafts are 
failei;ied. (See Shrouds, Canto 2d.) There is a.Iarge plank* or 
thick fcaiFold placed edgeways on the (hip's fide, thro which they 
pafs, in order to keep the flirouds off the upper rails • and gun* 
nels. (See Gunnels^ psLge ^^) 

Now 
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Now in pellucid fapphires ftrike the view, 

And emulate the bright celeftiaJ hue ; ■ , 

4 

Now beam a flaming crimfon on the eye. 
And now affume the purple's deeper dye. 750 

But here, defcription makes each beauty lefs : 
What terms of Art can Nature's pow'rs exprcfs ? 



O'er the fmooth bofom of the faithlefs tid^s, 
Properd by flattering gales, the veflTel glides. 
Tall Ida's fummit now more diftant grew, yg^ 

And Jove's high hill was rifing to the view ; 
When, on the larboard quarter *, they defcry 
A liquid column f, towring, Ihoot on high : 
The foaming bafe extends an ample fweep. 
Where rolling billows wake the frighted deep : 760 
The fluid vortex in rotation flies, 
DifFufing briny vapors o'er the lkie$. 
This vafl: phenomenon; whofe lofty head 
In heavens immerfl:, embracing clouds o'erlpread, 

* Quarters arc thofe parts on the outiide of the /hip that reach 
from a- bread of the mizen-maft to the aftmoft end or Jdern : the 
Isu-board is the left iide. 

t For an accurate defcriptioR of a water- fpout} the reader is 
referred to Chambers's Diftionary. 

la 
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In fpiral motion firft, as feamcn deem,* 765 

Swells, when the raging whirlwind fweeps the ftream. 
(The fwift volution, and th* enormous train. 

Let phyfical hypothefes explain !) 

• ^ 

The horrid apparition now draws nigh. 

And all around the whirling billows fly, 770 

The guns are prim'd ; the vcffel northward veers. 

Till her charg'd broadfide on it*s center bears ; 

The nitre fires ; (hock*d by the thundering fownd. 

The air convulfive, quivers all around, 

And fudden, as the noife purfu'd the flame, yy^ 

Wide-burfting, down the horrid figure came : 

Th* expanding ocean trembled as it fell. 

And, felt with fwift recoil her furges fwell : 

» 

But foon, this tranfient undulation o'er. 

The fea fubfides, the whirlwinds rage no more. 780 

More fouthward now, th* increafing breezes veer, ' 
And o'er th' horizon lybic clouds appear : 
A-head they fee the confecrat;ed grove 
Of cyprefs, facred once to Cretan Jove, 
. The fliip, beneath her lofty preflure, reels, 7 85: 

And to the frefliening gale ftill deeper heels * : 

* Heeling is inclining to either £de. 

a Xhc 
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The lighter fails, for fummer winds and feas. 

Are now difmift, the ftraining mafts to cafe : 

^wift on the dedt the ftu*n-fails all defcend, 

^here ready feamen from the yards tinbend.*. 79CI 

The boats then hoifted in are fixe aboard. 

And on the deck with fattening gripes -}- fecur*d, , 

^ape Spado- rifing forward they difcern. 

And leave the leflening mount of Jove a-ftern. 

* To unbend, is to tafc^ the fail off from it's yard. 
. t Gripes are the ropes with which the boats arc fattened to 
^-ff'T^lts in the deck, to prevent their being tofTcd about by the 
/^King of the ihip. 



End of the Fir*t CANTO. 
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C A N T O II. 

TH E pcmerful foils with (teddy breezes fwell'd," 
Swift and more fwift the yielding bark propel'd: 
Acrofs her ftem the parting waters run. 
As clouds by tempefts wafted, pafs the fun. 
Impatient thus, ih^ darts along the ihore, 5 

Till Ida*s mount and Jovb's are fcen no more 5 
And, while a-breaft of Retimo (he ftcers, 

m 

A-head Malacha's prominence appears. 

Behind it*s ifthmus ftands the cyprefs-grove. 

Of old devoted to fuperior Jove. jo 

Here too the ruins of a tomb remain. 

Supposed the monarch's afhes to contain. 

This gloomy tyrant, whofe defpotic fway 

Compel'd the trembling nations to obey. 

For inceft, rape and cruelty, renowned, 1 5 

The Mufes with eternal honor crown*d ; 

G 2 For 
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For they too oft in proftitutcd lays. 

To worthkfs princes give eternal praife. 

Still Greece and Rome record his cndlefs fame. 

And hence yon mounuin ftiU retainsTiis name, zb 

But fee ! in confluence born before the blaft« 
A rolling dulk of clouds the noon o*fercaft, 
In dreadful length diffused ; the winds arife. 
And fwift the fcud in dark fucceflion flies. 

On high, the cracking mafts alternate tend, 25 

t* • - ... 

Below, the leeward-gunnels * deep depend. 

• ... . ^ 

.The Mafl:er calls, to give the fhip relief. 

The topfails f lower, and form a fingle reef J : 

Along each maft the yards defcend amain. 

Are man*d and reeft, then fent aloft again. 30 

; • Gannejs, or Gun-wajcs, are the upper edges of the ihip*« 
fide. * • - - _ • 

^ ^ f Topfails are large fquare fails, of the fecond degree in mag- 
tiitude and height, as the courfe^- are of the- iirR in..niag]aiCi}<k» 
and the lowclh 

} Reefs are certain (paces or diviHons of the fail which, are taken 
in or let out in proportion to the increafe or diminution of the 
wind : in a fqt>aro lUitthey areplaceJipso-allel tp (h^ upper edge 
below one another, each containing about a feventh pare of it's 
4epth,^ and arc thus ..formed ; at the bottom of each divifion there 
js a row of holes, ftretching acrofs the fail, through which are 
inferted a nupber of platted ropes, called points, m- length eaph 
about twice the circumference of the yard, and the(e bin4 the in* 
•lermcdiate fpac^ 'pf^ canyafs ia plaits clofe up to the yard,, .from 
eni P ^nd ; ^e fail being lowered flack down^ for that purpofe« 
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Tjhe fliore of Candia iiillant now appears : ^ . 
And nine leagues wefl*fouth-weft Cape Spado* bears. 

Adieu f ye plcafures of .the fylvan fcene. 
Where peace and calm contentment dwell ferene, 
To me in vain on earth's prolific foil, 35 

With fummer crbwn'd, th' Elyfian vallies fmile. 
To me thofe happy realms no joy impart, 
' But tantalize with pain my aching heart. 
For them, alas ! relpdant, I forego 

« 

To vifit ftorms and elements of woe. 46 

Ye fympathetic tempefts hither come. 

And, o'er my foul, expand your fuUen gloom I 

In difmal progtefs, lo ! they hover near. — . 

Hail, 'focial horrors ! like my fate fevere. 

Come hither too. Companions of the fea ! 45 

And fearlefs view this awful fcene with mc. 

. Ye native guardians of your c6untry*s laws ! 

. Ye brave aflertors of her facred caufe ! 

. The Mufe invites you, judge if ihe depart 

. Unequal, from^your thorny rules of art. 45 

In practice trained, and confcious of her power, 
She boldly moves to meet the trying hour. 

♦ » 

* Sec the cjiaxt. 

For 
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For this alone of all the warlike traiiiy 

That jbylds wander o'er the de&rt main* 

Her voice, attempting themes before unknown 50 

To Mufic, iings diftreffes all her own» 



• • -» 



Now heaving to the North in wide career. 
The feas furrounding Candia's end appear. 
The fun, retreated from the line of noon, — 

Far diftant in Atlantic regions ihone* j^^ 

Succeeding clouds th* lethereal cope invade. 
And wrap his waning orb in diimal fhade : 
A lowring fquall obfcurcs the foutbem (ky. 
Before whofe fweeping breath the waters fly^ 
The topfails can no more it's weight fuftain ; 60 

At ev'ry hatchway *, ".reef !", they call agdn : 
The halyards f , and top-bowlines J, foon arc gone ; 
To clue-lines § and reef-tackles i next they run 5 

* Hatchways are Jqaare holes in the decks to pafs up and down 
through, and likewife to take in and delivei: the cargo by. 

t Halyards are thofe ropes or tackles^ by which the fiiils are 
hoifted up and lowered down, on the mails and flays. 

I Bow- lines are ropes faftened to the outer edge or leech «f the 
fquare-fails in three di^erent places : their ufes are to bind the 
weather or windward-edge of the fail tight forward on » £de* 
windy to keep it from fhivering. 

^ Cine-lines are ropes fsi£ttncd to the clues» or lower-comers. of 
the fquare- fails : their ufes are to draw each clue up to the yards» 
for the more eafy furling or reefing the fails. 

II Reef-tackles are ropes which run through holes at each top- 
fail-yard-end, and are faftened down on the edge or leech of the 
hi\, juft beneath the loweft reef; by hauling thefe op> the reef- 

bandi 
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The fluverifig £uls de&end ; the yards are fquare 3 
Ttfcn quick aloft the ready crew repair : 63 

The weather eatings *, and the lee, they paft; 
The reef enfolded, and the points made faft. 
Thus ibon their bulinel^ finifli'd, they deicend, 
And^ vigilant, tfa' approaching fquall attend. 
It conies, and lo ! beneath it^s boifterous rage, 70 
Ail foaming white, the hoftile waves engage : 
The clouds, with ruin pregnant^ now impend. 
And ftcH-m and catarafb tempeftuous blend : 
In deep careen -f- the cracking veflel falls ; 
« Brail up themizen J quick !*' the Matter calls : 75 
« Man the clue-gamets §', let the main-fliect ]} fly V* — 
It rends in thoufand fhivering fhreds on high ! 

band, which contains the holes, is bound clofe up to the yard^ for 
the more readily tying the ^ints. 

* Barings are fmall lines faflened to holes at the extreme parts 
of the reefs and head-ropes : the method of paffing them^ /^, by 
taking iix or feven turns round the yard-end, each turn being 
in(erted through the hole, which is called a cringle. 

f Careening is lying down on either fide. 

{ The mizen is a large fail bent to the mizen-mail, of an ob- 
long figure, only that the upper-end of it is peaked or floped t ic 
is commonly reckoned one of the conrfes, which are main-fail, 
fore-fail, mizen and fore-ftay-fail ; but chiefly the main-fail and 
fore-fail *. 

§ Clue-garnets are the fame to the main-fail and fore-fail, 
which the due-lines are to ail other fquare-fails, and are hauled 
ap when the fail is to be furled or btailed. 

H Sheets are the ropes that extend the bottoms of ail fails and 

* For the effeft which this operation produces on the (hip, the reader is re- 
ieired to the la^ note of thit canto. 
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The main-fail all ia fceaming ruins tore. 

Loud fluttering, imitates the thunder's roar : . 

The fhip flill labors in th* opprcflive ftrain, ,- 8p 

Low-bending, as if ne'er to rife again : 

*' Heave up the helm a-weather* V* Rodmontd cries, 

Swift at the word the helm a-weather flies ! 

She feels it's guiding power and veers apace ; 

The fore-yard now diredly fquare they brace : 85 

Coercive flieets reftrain th* inflated fail. 

That fpreads an ample concave to the gale. 

While o'er the foam, the Ihip impetuous flics. 

The helm* th' attentive Timoneer f applies : 

As in purfuit along th' aerial way, 50 

With ardent eye the falcon marks his prey. 

Each motion watches of the doubtful chace. 

Obliquely wheeling thro' the fluid fpace : 

Thus, govern'd by the flieerfman's glowing hands. 

The regent helm her motion fl:ill commands. 95 

are faflened to the clues or comers : to the i^ain-fail and fbre-iall 
there is a iheet and tack on each iide ; the tack always being fait 
to windward clofe down to the gunnel, and the iheet ftretched aft 
to leeward : tacks are only ufed oh a fide-wind. 

* The reafon of putting the helm a-weather, or to the fide 
next the wind, is to make the fhip veer before it, when it blows .fa 
hard that fhe cannot bear her iide to it any longer. , 

♦ -f Timoneer, (from Timon, Ital. the H^lm).thc Stccriman. 

6 ' < ' But 
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But now, to leeward paft th' exhaufted fquall, 

« 

Their fear's difpeird, again the wind they haul * -, 
Tije helm to ftarboard f moves^ each fhivering- fail 
Is fliarply trim'd, to clafp th* augmenting giale j 
pThe mizen draws ; fhc fprings aloof once, more, i oq 
And the fore-ftay-fail J balances before : . 
The fore-yard then, with nervous arms is braced. 
Whole larboard- tack is -^hauFd along the waift j ^ 
Next, on the ftretching fheet the feamen bend. 
Then, haul the bow-line to the bowfprit*s § end. 105 
To topf^ls now they ply j each bunt^Kne's |l gone. 
Thro rattling blocks ** the clue-lines fwifdy run j ' ; 

• To haul the wind is to bring the fhip's Me to it, after ihe 
had been running more before it. 

t The helm a-ftarboard directs the fhip's head to the left or to 
port, and c contra ; hence, the (hip running northward before the 
wind, the helm put a- ftarboard brings her ilem weft ward. 

X Vulgarly fo called^but properly the fore-top-maft-ftay-failj is 
a three-cornered fail that runs upon the fore-top-maft-ftay over the 
bowfprit : it's ufe is to command the fore-part of the fhip, ad 
the mizen commands the hinder or after-part, and balance each 
other : thus if a fhip wants to cling the wind with her lide, the 
mizen is fet and the ftay fail down : and if fhe wants to veer, the 

ftay-fail is hoiftefd and the mizen brail'd up,.&c. i. 

. J The fere and fore-top -fail bow- lines are ftretched to the bow- 
fprit's end. 

II Bunt- lines are ropes which pafs up behind each yard, and, 
leading through a block or pully, reach down before their refpf c- 
tive fails, to the bottom of which they are faftened : their ufe is 
to haul the foot of the fail clofe up to the -yard, when it is to be 
brailed or furled.- 

•• Blocks are pieces of wood, hollowed Co as to receive a little ^ 
^hecl or Iheave within, on the edge of which the ropes run : they 
are (o fkuate in different parts of the fhip, as to command moft 
of the ncceflary mechanifm aloft, by hauling different ropes on deck. 

H . Th* 



$0 "f H fi S H I ? W R E C ir. 

Th* extending fhcets on either fide are man'd. 
Abroad they come, the fluttering fails expand^ 
The yards again afccnd each comrade maft ; ^ no 
The leeched * taught, the halyards are made fafl: ; 
The bow lines haul'd> and yards to (larboard brac'd ^^ 
And ftraggling ropes m pcnicut order plac'dw' 



As when, by hunters gall'd, a mountain boar 
The cultur*d glebes, and vineyards, rolh'esocri rig 
Refiftlefe, forces thro each* fencing bound, 
I'ears up dicfprotrts, iaild tramples to the ground 
The tender vines and (hooting plants around 
The laboring planter, with afliduous care,. 
Attempts by props their dropping limbs to rear y izo 
New grafts th' uprooted ftirubs, in juft array, ' 
iCnd from his grounds, the ruins clears away. 



'fhe main-fail, by the fqirnlF fb Fatfely renty 
In ftreaming pendants flying, is unbent : 

♦ It has befcn faid before that the leeches arc the edges of tlio 
(ally which reach up and down, and are oonfequently mkde freight 
or taught when the 'fail is hoifted. 

f Braces are the ropes that tra verfe or turn the yard on either 
fide the mad : the yards are tiraced to Il'arboard when the flarboard<< 
brace is hauled' in% and e contra. 

-With 
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With brails * refixt another foon prepared, i«5 

Afcending ipreads along beneath the yard : 
To each yard-arm the Jiead-rope -f they extend, ^ 

And foon the earings and the robands :{: bend. 
That tafk performM, they firft the 'braces § flack, 
Then, to the chefltree j|, bring aboard the tack : 130 
And, while the lec-cluc-garnct^s lowered away. 
Taught aft the ftieet they tally ** and belay. 



Fierce aad m«re fierce the gathering tempefft grcws. 
South and by Weft the threatening tempeft blows. 
Aufter*s refiftlefs force all air invades, 135 

And every rolling wave more ample fpreads. 
The lhip.no longer can her topfails bear. 
No hopes of niilder weathemow appear c 

• Brails are tlic due>Hnes, bunt-lines and IcccVlines : their 
tifes are to haul the clues, ,beches and bottoms of the fail clofe up 
to the yard 3 and this is called brailing up, whidi 1 have taken 
the liberty; to call embrailing. 

t Head -rope is that to wmch the upper part of the fail isfewed. 
(See Bolt-rope, p. 61.) 

X Rope- bands, or rebands, are fmaH ropes of a length that 
will take three turns round tfie yard : they are pafied through 
holes under the head -rope to fafteh it to the yard. 

§ Becaufe the lee-brace confines the yard, fo that the tack can- 
not come down till the braces are caft off. 

II CheTTtree is a piece of wood w^hich Ihinds up and down edge- 
ways, bolted to the fhip's fide : there is a large hole in it, through 
which the tack is paffed, and when the clue of the fail conacs 
down to it, the tack is faid to be aboard. 

•* Tally is a phrafe particularly ufed for hsuling aft the fliects ; 
t^ ibflay is' to make faft. 

H 2 BoWr 
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Bow-lines and halyards are caft off again, 
Clue-lines hauFd down^ and fheet3 let fly amain : i4f<| 
Embraird * each topfail, and by braces fquar'd. 
The failors climb aloft and man each yard. 
Around the fail the gaflcets ^ are conveyed. 
And rolling- tackles J to the cap § belay 'd : . j 
The yards to point the wind- by fome are brac'd ; 145 
Some to fend down top-galiant-yards || are piacM 5 
Some travellers up the weather-back-ftays ** fend ; 
^t each maft-head the top-ropes ff others bend ; 

• • ^ ■ . 

^ Clued^up is the fame with embrailed. 
• f Gafkets are platted ropes to. wrap round. th|! fails, which if 
called furling them. 

X A rolling-tackle is a rope pa^ed through a fingle and double* 
block, fo that it becomes foor-ibld : it's ufe is to confine the yard 
.clofe to leeward, to keep it from galling againfl; the mail by the 
motion of the fhip. 

§ Caps are (Irong, thick pieces of oak of an oblong figure, with 
two holes in them ie fitted, that the hindmoft or aftjcnoft is bolted 
clofe down on the lower mail- head, and the foremoR is for con- 
taining and keeping fleddy the top-maft, which Aides up througl^ 
it : and fo of the top-gallant- nfaft. 

II It is u/ual to fend down the top-gallant-yards at the approach 
of a Aorm, to ea(e the maft-heads : they are the higheil yards tha( 
are rigged in a fhip. 

•• Back-ftays are long ropes, reaching from the top-maft-head 
to the ch'iins, for fecuring the top-maOs, which are the fecond 
mads in height, and fland at the head of each lc;ver mall, as the 
top- gall ant- mall (lands at the head of the top-m'»ft. Travellers are 
large rings round the back-ftays, with a rope, of about fix feet 
Jong, fad to each; which being fattened to the tcp-gallant-yard- 
arros, confine them to the back Hays when they are hoiiled and 
lowered, to prevent them from fwinging amongft the rigging. 

+t Top-ropes arc jthofe by which yards and mails arc hoiiled 

and lowered. 

.-)...■■ * 

The 
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The parrels *, lifts f and due-lines fopn arc gone, r [ 

Topt J, andiinrigg'dt they down the b«|ck-ftays run : 1 50 

The yards fecure along the booms § were laid. 

And all the flying ropes aloft belay'd. 

All too clear'd up below, from toil and pain 

The failors hope an interval in vain ; 

r 

Fain harraft Nature would a relpite crave, 155 

And damp the glowing ardor of the brave : 

But with redoubling force the tempcfts blow, '. 

And watery hills in dread fucceffion flow. 

With difmal afpeft lowers th* extended fccnc, 

J^eW troubles, frefh diiEculties convene : 160 



* Parrels arc tho(e ropes by which the yards are fadened to the 
xnafts ; being fo paiTed round both^ that the yard ilides vnth cafe up 
and down the mail as occaiion requires : they are of three feveral 
kinds, a particular definition of which is immaterial here, as they 
are all con^uded to ferve the fame purpofe. 

f. Lifts are ixrpes which reach from each maft-head to their re« 
fpe£live yard-arms; as, from the lovier maft-heads to the lower 
yard-arms, and from the top-mafl heads to the top- (aiUyard^annSy 
&€• to fudain the weight of the yard when it is manned. 

% A yard is faid to bt topped, when one life is flacked and the 
other hauled in, fo that it forms greater or IcCs angles with the 
mail ; and here, all the rigging being taken off from the top- 
gallant-yards, they are topped up and down, and a traveller fafteq- 
ed to each end, in order to Aide down the back-flays, as they are 
lowered by the top- ropes. \ 

§ Booms are fpare mafts or yards, which remain ready on deck to 
/upply the places of thofeth^t vfisiy be carried aw^y aloft by flrefs 
of weather, &(:. ' ^ - 

No 
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No (eafon this from duty to defeend ! 

jgl hands en deck muft now the ftorm attend* 



His race perform'd, the facred king of day 

Now dipt M weftern clouds his parting ray ; 

His languid fires, half-loft in ambient haze, 165 

Rcfrafk along the dulk a crin^ibn blaze : 

> 
Till deep immerg*d, the fickening lamp defcends. 

And cheerlefs Night, o*er heaven her reign extends. 

No ray of friendly light is feen around ; 

The mopn and ftars in total fhade are jdrown'd. 170 

The fliip no longer can whole courfes bearj 
TdO reef them now becomes the Matter's care : 
The failors, fummon'd aft, all ready ftand; 
And man th* enfolding brails at his command- 



But here the doubtful officers difpute 175 

Till Ikill and judgment prejudice confute. 
For RoDMOND *, to new methods ftiU a foe, 
Wotild firft, at all events, the fheet let go : 

* This Is particularly mentioned here^ not becaufe there was or 
could be any difpute at fuch a time between a mailer of a (hip sind 
^is chiief mate, as the former can always command the latter ; but 
^to expofe the obftinacy of a number of our veteran officers, who- 
W(»iild rather rifk every thing than forego their ancient rules, altho 
man^r of tjliem are ii;! th(p faighcir degree cc|[ua]ly abfurd and 
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To long-try*d maxims obftinately warm, 

Not even conviAion his difputes unarmv i8o 

This, Al B E ft T ^qd Ar ton difapprove. 

And firft to brail the tack up, firmly move; 

" The Mariner in true experience tryM 

**• This fatal method ever will avoid : 

** Who would fecurc with art the fluttering fail 1 9$ 

" Should never firft> the lee-yard-arm embraiL 

*^ Should we, our canvafs ihiveriiig then all o'ei^ 

" Another fail immediate might be tore." 

So Albeut fpoke, to- windward at his call 

Some feamen the clue-garnet fland to hauL 199 

The tack's * cas'd off— involv'd the doubling clue^ 

Between the pendent blocks, afcending flew. 

The Iheet and weather- brace -f they now ftand by. 

Bunt-lines and lee-clue garnet next apply j 

dangerous. It is uiwiottbtedly to the wonderful fagacity of tbefe 
connoiiTears that we owe the traly Englifh fea-maxims* of avoiding 
to whittle in a iiorm, becaafe it will increafe the wind ; of whirling 
00 the wind in a calm : of nailing horfe-fhoies on themafl, to pre** 
vent fehe power or witches : of nailing a fair wind to the lar- 
board cat-head, that it ipay continue the whole voyage^ &c. &c. 

* Tt has before been obferved, that the tack is always fattened t# 
windward ; therefore when the tack is cad off, and the clue-garnec 
hauled up, the clue or corner of the fail immediately mounts to the 
yard, which mutt be carefully done in a ilorm, to preferve the fail. 

^ It is neceflary immediately to haul in the weather-brace herr^ 
when the iheet is gone, to keep the fail from tearing. 

Then 
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Then all preftar'd, «« let go the (hjefct !" h^ fries—-; 195 
Loud rattling, jarring ! thro the blocks it flieSi* : 
Beneath the lee-yard-arm exp^n^iftg filUj 
Till clofe pmhraird and fquar'd the be% %ills. *• 
The fore-fail then fecur'd, withtx^ccdcarcy .' . 
Again to reef the main-fail tfhcy repair* lod 

|Whil6 fome, above the yard, b'er^haul the tyc. 

Below, the down-haul tackle -f- others ply. 
Jeai^ .^, lifts and brails, a featnati e^h attends : 
Along the maftit's mighty yard defcends! • ' 

Now down fufficient, they fecurely brace ; 205 

3nte down-haul for a rolling-tackie-§^plafce 
TJieearings and the reef-lines || are prepared, -• - • - 
Then, climbing pliant fhrouds **, they man the yard* 

• To fpJU a failis to confine it from fwelling out over the yard, 
and is done by bracing it fo that the wiad lays it flat againfl the 
maft ; which is called bracing it a back. 

-f* The violence of the wind forces the yird fo mach out, that 
it i$ n^^eflkry to hook a tackle to it (called by the above naine) to 
kaiil it down, for the more conveniently reefing the faiL 
' t Je^rs, to the fore fail, naain-fail axid mizeti, are the feme as 
halyards to all other fails. The tye is the upper part of the jears. 
. ^ When the yard is down, the rolling-tackle is fhifted ; and one 
en4 being hooked to the m&ft, the other is hooked to the weather 
yard-^arm and drawn tight* to keep the yard from fwixiging^ fo as 
^o gall by it's friflion againft the maft and ihrouds. 
. II Reef-lises are nfed to the courfes only, atid are pafled in fpiral 
turns through the holes, and over the head of the fail fucceflive}y« 
|ill they reach the extremes of the reef, and then being haiiie4 
taught, draw it up to. the yard. 

** Shrouds are thick ropes ftretching from the maft-heids down 
tQ both outiides of the ihip, and are the chief fupport of the maft: 

.5 ^^y 
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At whofe extremes appear two able hands, 
, For no inferior flciU this talk demands, 2 1 o 

To windward, foremoft, young Arion ftrides. 
The lee-yard-arm the gallant Boatfwain rides. 

The earings to the cringles iirft they bend, 

« 

The reef-band * then with finewy arms extend ; 
Around the yard the circling ends are pad, 215 

And foon^the outer-turns f, and inner fall : 
The reef-lines next, from hand to hand received. 
Thro' eye-lid- holes and roband-legs are reev'd \ ; 
The folding reefs in plaits, inrolPd they lay. 
Extend the worming lines, and ends belay. 220 

they are doubled, and the bight or middle beme clapped over the 
2na(l-head» the two lower ends are drawn taught down to the chains 
by lannyards. ' - 

• The reef-band is a long piece of canvafs (ewed acror3 the 
fail 9 for ftrengthening it in the place where the reef-holes or 
eye-lid holes are inade> which pafs through the band. 

f The t)uter-'turns are! for ilretching the reef taught along the 
yard : the inner-turns are to bind it clofe up to the yard. 

X I am fufficiently fenfible of the difficulty of explaining this 
operation to a land-reader, as there is no method to explain one 
term of art, but by fome others, which is^llill leading the mind 
into greater labyrinths^ as the ideas become more complex : I (hall, 
however, attempt to make- it intelligible by a familiar objeft. 
Suppofe a curtain extended on a rod with a row of holes parallel 
to it's upper part, and a weight of lead flretching out the bottom 
of it» if a .line , is pafled thro the holes in the parallel row, and 
then over the top of the curtain alternately, it is eafy to con- 
ceive, that by drawing this line tight, it will draw up a great part 
of it : but that the line may not flrain the upper ridge of the cur- 
tain, it mu^ be paiTed thro the rings, which are more able to fuf- 
tain the weight that hangs at the bottom. Note, the reafon if 
mentioning apiece of lead being' -^ng belonjOy ii to perform the fame 
operation that the force of *wind does on b faiL 

I ' Hadft 
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Hadft thou, Arion f then to leeward been. 
Eternal darknefs might bavo clos'd our fcene ^ 
But ruling heaven prolonged thy vital date 

r 

Severer ills to fufier and relate ! 



For while aloft the order they attend. 
To furl the mainfail or on deck defccnd, 225 

A wave high-heaving with ilupendous rollf 
To inftant ruirt feems to doom the hull* 5 
*• ,0 friends, fecure your hold!'* Arion cries. 
It comes all dreadful ! down the veffel lies 
Half bury'd fide ways ! while beneath it toft 230 
Four feamen off the lee yard-arm are loft ; 
Tom with refiftlefs fury from their hold. 
In vain their ftruggUng arms the yard enfold ^ 
In vain to grapple pendent ropes they try. 
The ropes alas ! a folid gripe deny : 235 

Dafht on the flood, they . cry and pant for breath. 
Call oft for aid and fain would combat death. 
Th' impetuous waters booming o'er them fwcep. 
And down they fink to everlafting fleep. 

• The hull is the body of the fbip.. 
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« 

Unable to afiift, their cotsrades kt . d40 

The fated .viftims die faeneath the Ice, 
With fecial forrow their loft ftate bemoan. 
Perhaps a htH prelude to their own ! 

In fad fufpence on deck the Pilots ftand. 
Nor can determne on the next command : 245 

Surrounding dangers now they ponder o'er ; 
A ftoon, a lofty fea, and leeward Ihore ! 
" Should they, tho rceft, again the fails extend, 
'* Again, in ihivcring ftreamers they may rend j ; 
'* Or, fliould they ftand, beneath th' oppreflive ftraia 
** The &ip may bend^and never rife again. 
" Too late tp weather* now Morea's land, . T 

^ And drifting f faft on Grecians rocky ftrand,** 
Thias diey lament the confequencc fevere. 
Where perils, vinailay'd by hope, appear. 255 

Long pondering in their minds each fear'd event, 
At laft to furl the touries they confcnt : 

• To weather a fliore is to j)afs on the wind-fide of it, which 
could not be done here, by reafon of the violence of the ilonn» 

t Drift is the motion and diredtion by which a veficl is forced 
to lef ward fide ways, when ihe is unable to carry fall any lo/iger. 

I i That 
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That done, to reef the miacn next appljr^ 
Beneath it, fidelong in the waves, to try ♦. 

Adown the maft the yard they lower away ; 260 
Then jears and topping-lift f fecurc belay : 
Soon, o'er the head the circling canvafs paft^. 
Around the yard and fail the gaflcet-s paft : 
The reef § cnwrapt, th' inferted nittles ty'd. 
The halyards throt I| and peck are next applyM. 265 

The order's given, the yard aloft is fway'd ; 

» 

The brails are gone *, th^ extended fheet belay'd. 

When iacred Orpheus ! qt\ the Stygian cpaii:^ 
In notes djvine implor'd his confort loft. 
Not more adventurous was th' attempt to move 270 
Th' infernal powers with ftrains of heavenly low, 

« 

♦ To try, is to lie broadficje to the direfiion of- the wind and 
fea in aflorm. 

+ Topt)ing-Iift is a tackle which tops the upper end 0/ the nu- 
zen-yard. 

X A piece of; canvafa is pa^d round the fail here, to pivvent tlie 
gaiket from cutting it when fet ; and this is called balancing the 
^izen. 

§ The reef of the mizeti is at the bottom of it, and the nittlcs 
are fhort lines which pafTed through the reef-holes, are knotted 
iinder the foot-rope. (See Bolt-rope, p. 63.) . * ' 

II The throt is that part of the mizen yard which is clofe to the 
mil. 



i t • 
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Tho fates and furies fill'd the dire domain. 

And tortur'd fouls for ever mourn'd in vain ; 

Than mine, in ornamental verfe, to drefs 

The harfheft founds that terms of Art exprcft. 275 

Such arduous toil fage Daedalus endur'd. 

In mazes fclf-invented long immur'd 5 

Till Genius her fuperior aid beftow'd 

To guide him thro that intricate abode. 

Thus long imprifon'd in the rugged way 2.80 

Where Phoebus* daughters never aim*d to ftray. 

The thorny path fatigu'd I've wander'd o'eii 

And now like Daedalus attempt to foar: 

The verfc begins in fmoother notes to flow. 

Replete with fad variety of woe. 2S5 



As yet amid this elemental war. 

Where Defolation, in his gloomy car. 

Triumphant rages round the ftarlefs void. 

And Fate on every billow feems to ride ; 

No combinations of diftrefs appear, 29© 

To fink the feamcn with unmanly fear. 

No future ills unknown their fouls apall, 

They know no danger or they fcorn it all ; 

Tho 
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Tho every rifihg wave more dreadful grows» 
And, in fucceffibn dire, the deck tferflows : 295 
They, with feverc fatigue ilone opprefl:. 
Would fain indulge an interval of reft* 



Far other caresf the Mafter*s mind employ. 
Approaching perils all his hopes dcftmy, 300 

In vain he fpreads the graduated chart 
, And bounds the diftance by the rules^ of art; 
Acrofs the geometric plane expamls 
The compafles" td circijmjaccnt lands ; 
Ungrateful taik ! for, no afylum founds 305 

Death yawns on every leeward Ihore around ! 
While Albert thus, with horrid doubts difmay'd,; 
The linear diftances all o'er furvey'd. 
On deck the watchful Rodmond calls aloud 
«' Secure your lives ! graip every man aihroudl" 310 
Arrous'd, he mounts, impatient to explore 
The caufe, when fudden, wida tremendous roar, 
A giant furge down ruflies from on high, , 
And fore and aft diffever'd ruins lie ; 

The hull all trembling, felt th' enormous ftroke ; gi5 
The boats beneath th' impetuous preffure broke : 

Torn 
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Torn from their planks the cracking ring-bolts drew. 

And gripes and lafhings all afunder flew ; 

Companion *j binnacle f , in floating wreck. 

With compaflfes and glaflfes ftrcw'd the deck 5 320 

The ballanc'd mizen rending to the head. 

In fluttering fragments from it's bolt-i;ope J fled : 

The fides con\rulfive fliook on groaning beams §, 

And writh'd in labor, yawn*d their pitchy feams ||* 

They found the well ^*, and, terrible to hear ! 325 

Along the line five wetted feet appear ; 

At either ]pump they heave the clafliing brake f f , 

And, turn by turn, th' ungrateful office take ; 

• The companion is a fquare wooden porch, creeled over the 
hatchwav, that goes down to the cabin or apartment of the 
chief omcers- 

f The binnacle is a box which ftands before the helm on deck* 
containing three divifions, the mid4Ie one for a lamp or candle^ 
and the other two for the compafles which direft the ihip's courie 
and the watch-glafles. 

J The bolt-rope furrounds every fail, their edges being fewed 
to it : in fquare fails it is diilinguiflied by three names, viz. head« 
rope or upper part ; leeches or fides ; and foot-ropes or bottoms. 

§ Beams are (Irong pieces of timber ilretching acrofs the ilup» 
to keep the fides at their proper diftance, and fupport the decks* 

II Becaufe the feams or jundions of the planks are filled with 
pitch, to prevent the water from penetrating the deck or fides. 

•* The pump-well is an apartment in the fhip's hold that con- 
tains the main-mail and pumps, and is planked round, to keep th^ 
cargo clear of the pumps : it is founded by letting a meafured iron 
rod and line down the pump, \>y which they know whether the 
leaks increafe or diminiih. 

ft The brake is the pump-handle, which is occafionally fixed 
and taken off. 

Rod- 
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RoDMOND, Arion and Falemon here 

At this fad talk all diligent appear. 330 

As fome ilrong citadel, begirt with foes. 

Tries long the tide 6f ruin to oppofe ; 

Deftruftion near her Ipreads his black array. 

And death and forrow mark his horrid way ^ 

Till in fome fated hour againft her wall 335 

In tenfold rage the mortal thunders fall ;, 

It breaks, it burfts before the cannonade. 

And following hofts th€;lhatter*d domes invade ; 

The natives long repel the hoftile flood. 

And (hield their facred charge in ftreams of blood. 

* 

So they with down-caft looks their pumps attend. 
And help inceflant by rotation lend ; 
But all in vain ! for lo ! the founding clue 
Updrawn, an undiminifh'd depth they view. 
Still o'er the deck, to aggravate their fear, 345 

Fierce torrents rulh in terrible career. 
Nor this fevere diftrefs is found alone, 
, The ribs *, oppreft by ponderous cannon, groan ; 

• Ribs are the curved timbers of a ihip which reach from tke 
keel or bottom to the gunnel : by thefc the body of the ihip is 
conftrudted, on which the oat-fide planks and cieling arc alief^ 
wards placed. 

6 ' .As 



1^ H E S H i P:W.R.^jC K* tS 



As iri coitvulflve thjttscs. Bdorus reelJ • >. i ' . ' 
Wlien the vext hillibme fierce eropSi^-lfefis l $$9. 
Hoarfe ditO his entrails; macs th* jnfccr»riifl«nw, . 
And central thunders • rend his. grwniog. fr$m«* 

...... . - ■ • ' 

So, reefing from'tfee liquid volame.'s height, 
Tfie tortwr'd fides feem Jjurfting with their weight' 
Accumulating mifcWeft thus arifci 355 

And Fate, vindiftive, all their fltill defies ! 
For this one remedjf is.only knownj 
Fipm the torii ftiip her meed muft be thrown* 
Eventfijl taflcl which latt.diftrefe requires,: 

And dread of inftant death alooe ipfpire? : 3^9 

For, while- intent the yawning deck»,?p e#, 
Fill'd ever and anon with rulhing feas, 

■ 

Some fatal billow, with impetuous fwcep, 
May whirl the floated wretches in the deep; 

No feafon this for counfel or delay,- 3^5 

No momertt muft negle^ed pafs away. - 
The boldeft efforts of th' unconquer'd heart, . 
Strong p^rfeverance with each help of art, 

K Can 
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Can only now their mifcry relieve, 
Csnx only now a dawn of ikfcty give. 370 

Swift S.0&MOM0 and Arioi^. downward hafte. 
With. able (ailors on each fid« the waifl:*i ^ : 
They loos'd their frappings f , and the forelocks J drew. 
And every cannon from it*$ carriage threw : 
HdrFd from.iiefounding hinges o'er the lee, gys 

.With- thundering jar, they plunge into the fca^ 



Not with feverer agonies, pofleflv 
Alcides dying, felt th' envenoHi'd vcft. 
When Torture (hot a thoufand pungent pains, 
IflbJburning fury thro his poifon'd veins : 380 

He wept and rav'd and try'd, alas ! too late. 
To flop the fwift career of cruel fate v 
The baneful mantle from hi&lx>dy tore. 
All cloggVt with carnage, all diftain'd with gore : 
His hope, an interval of cafe procured ; 385 

Sad harbir\ger of fevenfold pangs endur'd ! 

• The waift is the holtewJheWeen the q'uarter-deck and fore^ 
caftle, or the middle of Ihat deck which is immediately belov? 
them. 

t Frappings are the tackles and ropes hy which the gans are 
fattened to the ihip's fide# ♦ 

t J^orelocks are little flat iron wedges drove into the bolt-ends 
to' prevent their loofening iu {be carriages. 

The 
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The ihip thus eas'd, {omc little refpite £.Qd» 
In this rude conflict of the Teas and winds : 
But Ihort the paufe of woe ! — new ills innpend. 
O'er all the fky Cimmerian fliades extend, 399 

Save when the lightnings, in terrific blaze, 
Deluge the cheerlefs gloom with horrid rays. 
Above the thunderous cbuds deep-heaving flow. 
Where grim Deftruftion threatens all below : 
Beneath the ftorm lafht furges furious rile, ' 395 
And wave uproll'd on wave aiTails the ikies : 
She, almoft bury*d in the black profound. 
Beholds with fiery glare huge hills furround* 



With ceafelefs toils and hazards thus oppreft, 
Difmay and anguifh every foul poffeft : 400 

For while, in fweeping inundation, o'er 
The fea-beat ihip, the booming waters roar. 
No diminution of the leaks is found i 
The clattering pumps with conftaat ftrofces refound.: 
And round each leaping box the tough bull-hide *, 
By fridion wore, muft ever be fupply*d. 

' yhe leather whicMs nailed round thepump^boxes or fuckers. 

K 2 Thdr 
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Their finking heart? ijnvifual horrprs ehill, . 
^nd down their weary limbs thidk;. fweats (fiftil. ' 
No-cafe, no refpitc in thefe fed extremi^s ! 
]Pregnant w^th fonic new w<)c, each m0ln^t tk^$ ! 



... , 

Agaii> the Chief th' inftru6live draught extendi^' 

^nd o'er the figured plane attentive bends. 

« 

TTo him the motion of each orb was known 
That wheels around the fun*s refulgent throne : 
Put here, alas ! his fcience nought avails, 4 j^ 

• • • . , , 

Skill droops unequal, and experience fails. 
The differerrt traverfes, fincc twilight made, ' 
He on the hydrographic circle laid, 

Thenj in the graduated arch contain*(}> 

The angle of lee-way, fcven points, remained. 429 

Her place explored with mathematic art, 

Sad confternation dartipt his mighty heart. 

When, on th' irtimediate line of drift he found 

The rugged ille, with rocks andbreakers bound 

pf . Falconera % diftant only now ' 425 

Nine leffening leagues beneath the leeward bow : 
And if on thofe deftru6live ledges ^:oft, 
The helplefs bark with ajl her crew ar^ loft. 

f See the ihip's track in the chart. 

As 
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As fatal ftUlsCppears, thit danger VWj ' --- 
The ftccp St. George and of aggy Gardalor. ' "430 
With him the Pilots of their hdpefefs ftite, ' 
In Inournful conrultation long debate J 

« 

Then AtBERT, from th* unconfcious crew apart. 
To them reveal'd the dictates of his he^c, * -' '' 



" Our bark, in this dread * interval, no more 435 
** Can bear thefe watery mountains thunder o'er : 
^* One only Ihift, tho defperatc, we muft try^ - * 
^* And that, before the boifterous ftorm to fly : 
^* Then lefs her fides will feel the furges* power, 
*' Which thus may foon the foundering hull* dc^^our^ 
" Nor my ft we, now bereft of every fail, 441 

^* 'Attempt to fteer obliquely on the gale ; 
^* Fot then, if f broaching fideward tothe wave, 
" Sea-log'd J, Ihe finks us in a liqtiid grave : 
^' Vain all endeavours then to § bear away, 445 

" Nor helm, nor Pilot woul4 flie more obey.** 

* I'he hollow of the fea, where the Ihip tries a-hull with her 
fide to it's diredion. 

f See the note of broaching too in the third Canto. 

J A ihip is faid to be water-log'd, when by fpringing a leak, 
/he has a great quantity of water in her holdj lb as to become 
heavy and ina6live on the fea, 

»4 See above, page 48, note 2, 9s this is the fame operatio4 
yvhich is explained there, 

5 no 
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He faid ; and Rodmond^ adiye, ftrpng and brave^ 
From him diflenting, other cpunfel gaise : 
In every peril of the ocean trained. 
Courage and flciUJiis mighty heart ftiftain'd. . gjd 



** Ah ! where, with fafety, can we dare to feud 
* Before this tempeft and purfuing flood ? 
*« Tho Corinth's gulf extend along the lec, 
** To whofc fafe ports appears a pafTage free, 
*' Yet think this fyrious unremitting gale 455 ^ 

** Deprives thp Ihip of every ruling fail ; 
** And if before it (he direftly flics, 
.•* J^ew ills cnclofe us, and new dangers rife* 
A rugged fliore, where lurking flielves abound. 
On rocks unfeen where breakers roar around, 460 
<^ Our hull, if once it ftrikes that iron coaft^ 
<« Afunder burils, in infl:ant ruin loft » 
^ Such mifchiefs follow if we bear away, 
^* O fafcr that fad refuge to delay ! 



<c 



C€ 



** Our crew, tho long opprcfl: with toils fcvere, 465 
^ ^pX^ ^x fh(5 pvmps^ confejTs np terror near ; 

>* ShaU 
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«* ShaD wc their drcadlefs fpirits.theh difmay ? 

!• Or bid the generous Iparks of hope decay ? 

" This ftoam^ tho terrible, may foon fubfide, 

** Or with Icfs Violence enrage the tide ; 470 

" Then may our leak3 decrqafe, our fails once more^ 

" With lafety guide to fomc relieving fhore.** . 



Thus RoDMOND ipoke> in long experience try*d. 
And ceas'd^^ to which Ariont foon reply*d. 
Not o*er his vernal life the ripening fun 475 

Had yet progreffive, twice nine fummers run. 
Slow to debate, yet eager to excel. 
In thy fad fchool, ftern Neptune ! taugJit too well. 
With lafting pain to rend his youthful heart 
Dire Fate in venom dipt her keeneft dart 5 4S0 

Till his firm fpirit, temper'd long to ill. 
Forgot her perfecuting fcourge to feel. 
His mind, that on each incident refledbs. 
Thus links the diain of ciufes and efFcfts. , 



*« Can we, dehyM in this tremendous tide, 485 

ft 

«* A moment paufe what purpofe to decide ? 

« Alas ! 



y 
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** Alasl , from, circling horrors, thiis coifahin'd^ ::. - 

" One method of relief .alone we find ! 

" Thus water-log'd, thus helplefs to. remain 

•* Amid this hoUow, how ilLjudg'd I how vain 1 49<> 

" Otrr fea-»breacht vefiel can no longer- bear - 

«' The floods that tfer herburA in idncad ^career : ' 

*' At every pitch th' o'erwhelming waters bend 

*«* Beneath their load the quivering bow^rit^s eiid : 

" At either pump' our feameh pant f6r breath, 495 

tc. In dire difmay, anticipating death :- - - 

« Still all our powers- th-'- incieafirigTeaks defy,. 

« We fink at feai nb'flxore, no- harbor nigh. 

<« One dawn of hope yet cheers the difmal gloom, 

r • 

« To light and fave u^ from the watery tomb ; 500 
»« That c^nly ray of hope dircfts to veer, ■ ' 

« And bids our ftiip before the tempeft fteer. 

. . . " » 

«« 'Tis urg'd, that thus without one guiding fail • 

« She feuds to rocky coafts before the gale : 

«« But Falconera's ifland we may Ihun, 505 

«« And'long appear? to Grecian fhores our run : 

«« Our vcflel then will bear the following feas, 

« Before this raging tempeft more at cafe. 

« And 
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And fince as foon that tempeft will decay 
« When fteering fhorcward, wherefore thus delay ? 5 ic^ 

* Or there two cables joined at length may ride 

* The maftlefs hull, long floating on the tide 5 

* Unknown what incidents may then appear, 

* But death inevitable hovers here." 



While thefediftrefsful themes Pale MON heard, 515 
£xtreme affliction in his looks appeared i 
His finking heart confeft a fovereign dread^ 
And from his bofom hope and vigor fled. 
Mov^d to the foul, Arion faw his pain. 
And ibdai anguilh throb'd in every vein : 526 

For, all awake to friendihip's living heat, 
In his rapt breaft pathetic treniors beat ; 
That warmly felt the tides of paflion flow. 
Alive to pleafure, and aHve to woe. 
He try'd with foft perfuafion's melting lore, 525 
Pal£MOn*s fainting courage to reftore ; 
His wounded fpirit heal'd with friendihip's balm. 
And trade each conflidt of the mind be calm« 
Now had the Pilots all events revolv'd, 
And on their final refuge thus refplv'd, 530 

L Then 
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Then to the cr^w, whom racking doubts pei^pkx. 
The dreadful purpofc Albert thus direfts. 



*' Ye haplefs partners in a wayward fite J 
** Whofe courage now is known perhaps too late -, 
" Ye ! who unmov'd behold the lawlefs ftorm 535 
*« In horrid conflid all the deep deform, 
" Who, patient in adverfity, fall bear 
" The firmeft front whfen greateft ills are near ! 
" The truth, tho painful, I muft now reveal, 
'« What till the laft I purposed to conceal. 540 

" Ingulft, all helps of art we vainly try - ■ ' 
*^ To weather leeward Ihores, alas ! too nigh : . 
/' Our wave-wreckt fides no longer can fuftain 
*^ Thefe fierce invafions of the burfting main/ 
" From this, one remedy alone we find, . , 545 

^' To veer, and feud before the following wind.' 

■ 

'* Perhaps even then to fcenes of death we fteer, 
" For rocky fhores beneath our lee appear, ► 
" Unlcfs by Heaven's affiftance we can gain 
'' Some creek or inlet of the Grecian main : 550 
" That goal indeed concludes, our fad career/ ' 
^' But that's remote, and inftant death is here. , 

" But 
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t 

"But if, determih'd by the will of Heaven, 
" Our hclplefs bark at laft afhore is driven, 
" Thcfe counfels foUow'd, from the watery grave, 55$ 
" Our crew perhaps amid the furf may fave. 



(( 



<c 



" Firft every ax to hand convenient lay, 
" Arid lafli fecure, to cut the mafts away : 
The longeft lines on deck muft be conveyed. 
And on the weather quarter-rails belay 'd 5 560 
" If haply fome alive ftiould reach xhc land, ' 

" Th' extended cords to faften on the ftrand, ' 

♦« Whene'er loud breaking on jthe leeward fhore, 
*^ While yet aloof, we hear the furges roar, 
" Thus for the imminent event prepared, ^65 

** Brace fore and aft * to (larboard every yard ; 
" Then, broach + the veffel to the wcftward round, ^ 
^' And clirpb the rigging till ftie ftrikes the ground : 

• The intent of bracing the yards fore and aft here is to lie 
under the malls when they are cat away, in order to float them bet- 
ter up from off the rocks, that th,e men may the fafer get along 
upon them. 

-f- Broaching too is bringing the fide to the wind in a ftorhi, 
but is commonly underftood to be done by accident or negleft, on 
account of the great difficulty in ileering a fliip before the ftorm 
and fea : and this is done here to bring the vefTel's broadfide to 
the fhore, fo that the malls, when cut away, may polTibly reach 
to it, in order to efFedt the efcape of the crew-. 

L 2 , ** When 



/ 
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« When firft her bottom feels the dreadful ih6ckj 

*' With fhattered bilges on the pointed rock;' 570 

«* The ableft feamen from the fhrouds defcend, 

*^ And lafhings * round their waifts fecur^ly bend ; 

*« Then burft the hatches + off, and every ftay 

^* And every faftcning lanyard J cut away : 

^ Planks, gratings, booms and rafts to leeward caft, 5 /5 

" Then with redoubled ftrokes attack each maft ; 

«* That buoyant lumber may fuilain you o'er 

*' The rocky fhelres and ledges to the fhore* 

«* But, on the mafts, if poflible, remain, 

<' The furcft method fafety to obtain ! 580 

«^Tho great the danger, and the talk fevere, 

<^ Yet bow not to the tyranny of fear ; 

" If once that flavifh yoke your fouls fubdUc, 

" Adieu to hope, to life itfelf adieu ! 

• Lafhings are lines to fatten any thing, and are here defigncd 
to fecure the men from being walhcd over-board by the height of 
the fea while eiitipl&yed on deck* 

t Hatches are the covers of the hatchways, of which gratings 
are a particular kind made to let the light pafs between decks. 

J Lanyard ; there is in the lower end of every (hroud, und up- 
per part of every chain-plate, a round block of woods called a 
dead-eye, with three holes in it, and the lanyard is a rope that, 
pafiing through the holes of both d.ead-eyes, becomes fixfold^ and 
<iraws it's refpcftive (hroud quite taught, for the fecurity of the 
toaik ; fo that thefe muft all be cut away previous to the mafi, in 
order to difcngage it from (he Ude. / 

** I know 
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" I kiiow imong you fome have oft beheld 585 
" A blood-hound train, by Rapine's luft impcrd, 
" On England's cruel coaft impatient ftand, 
" To rob the wanderers wrcckt upon their ftrand, 

Th* inhofpitablc office they purfuc. 

And ftrip with favage hafte the murder'd crew •, 5^0 
" Who, 'fcap'd from every horror of the main, 
" Implor'd their mercy, but implored in vain. 
" But dread not here fuch facrilegious bands, 
" For gentler arc the natives of thefe lands ; 
" Who, tho more wretched, yet are more humane, 595 
" And Ihed the focial tear at ri^ortal pain. 



<c- 



C( 



** No more remains, but now prepare to veer, 
^' Away two Ikilful helmfmen aft to fteer ! 
" And thou Eterhal Power ! whofe awful fway 
** The ftorms revere, and roaring feas obey ! 600 
" On thy fupreme affiftance we rely : 
" Thy mercy fupplicate, if doom'd to die! 
" To thy unerring will fubmiflive truflr, 
" With whom *^ whatever isy is everjufi*\ 



Thus 



i 
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" Thus in a land that adverfc powers diftrefs, 605 
That fore fatigue and peril long opprcfs ; 
Whofe wealth to vidor-hofts becomes a prey. 
Till all her vigor, pride and fame decay : 
Some fkilful ftatefman, from the ruling helm. 
Beholds black Ruin hovering o'er his realm : 610 
He darts around his penetrating eyes. 
Where dangers grow and hoftile unions rife : 
Watchful remarks the mifchief-planning foe. 
Eludes their fchemes, and fruftrates every blow ; 
Tries his laft art the tottering ftate to fave, 615 

Or in it's ruins find a glorious grave. 



/ 



T^'-he order now was given to bear away. 
The order given, the Timoneers obey. 
Both ftay-fail * Iheets to mid-lhips were conveyed 
And round the fore-maft on each fide belay 'd. 620 
Thus ready, to the halyards they apply. 
They hoilfV — away the' flitting ruins fly ! 

* It has been before mcndoiwd, that the fore-ftay-fail is one of 
the Jails which commands the fore- part of the fhip, and is for 
that reafon hV)ifted at this time, to bear her fore-part round before • 
the wind ; for the fame reafon, after it is fplit, the foremoft yards 
arc bra.ced aback, that is, to form right angles with the diredion 
^ of th'e wind. For a further illullration of tSis, fee the fobfcqucnt 
uotei.* 

But 
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But Albert ftill new remedies prepares. 

Conceals hi* grief, and doubles aJL his cares. 

" Come aft and lower the mizen-yardon deck !" 625 

He calls, " and brace the foremoft yards aback ! 

" Unmov'd fhe lies, nor will the helm obey ! 

• 

" Then quickly cut the mizen-maft away* !'* 

• When a (hip 19 forced by the violence of a contrary wind to 
furl all her fails, if the ftorm increafe and the fea continue to en- 
large, flie is often flrained to {o great a degree, that, to eafe her^ 
fhe muft be made to run before their mutual direflion ; which 
however is rarely done but in cafes of the lall'ncceffity. Now as ihc 
has no head-way the helm is deprived of it's governing power, as 
the latter effedl is only produced in confequence of the former ; it 
therefore neceffarily requires an uncommon effort to wheel or turn 
her into any different pofition. It is an axiom in natural philo- 
fbphy, that E^very body luill per/e^ere in it's ft ate of refty or moving 
uniformly in a right line, unlefs it be compelled to change it's flate by 
forces imfreffed ; and that the change vf motion is proportional to the 
moving force impreffed, and is made according to the right line in *which 
thai force aQs. 

By this principle it is eafy to conceive how a fhip is compelled 
to turn into any dire6lion by the force of the wind ading upon 
her fails in. lines parallel to the plane of the horizon; for the 
fails may be fofet as to receive the current of air ^either direftly, 
or more, or lefs obliquely ; and the motion \:ommunicated to the 
fhip muft of neceflity confpire with that of the wind. A3 there- 
fore the fhip lies in fuch a fituation as to have the wind and fea 
diredtly on her fide, and thefe increafe to fuch a height, that fhe 
muft either founder or feud before the ftorm ; the aftmofl fails 
are firfl taken in, or fo placed that the wind has very little power 
on them, and the head-fails or foremoft fails are fpread abroad , 
fo that the whole force of the wind is exerted on the fhip's fore- 
part, which muft therefore of neceflity yield to it's impulfe. The 
prow being thus put in motion, it's motion muft confpire with 
that of the wind, and will be pufhed about fo as to run immedi- 
ately before it : for this reafbn, when no more fail can be carried, 
the foremoft yards are braced aback, that is, in fuch a pofition as 
to receive all the current of air they can contain dirediy, to per- 
form the operation of head-fails ; and the mizen-yard is lowered 
to produce the fame efteifl as furling, or placing obliquely the aft- 

moft 
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/ 

He faid ; to cut the girding ftay they run. 
Soon on each fide the fever'd ihrouds are gone : 630 
The broad ax fmites aloud the founding tree. 
That tottering,^ crafliing, tumbles o'er the lee. 



Thus when fome limb is feiz'd with gangrenM pains 

That fpread their baneful influence thro the veins, 

Th* experienced artifl all his (kill applies 635 

To check the dire contagion as it flies ; 

But if the malady eludes his art. 

To lave the whole he wifely dooms a part : 

ft 
To ftop the qourfc of Death's inflaming tides, 

Th* infefted member from the trunk divides. 640 

mod fails ; and this attempt being found infufficient, the misen- 
xnaft is cut away» which mufl have been followed by the main- 
aia(t> if the expedled effed had not taken place. 



« 

End of the Second CANTO, 
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nt^HE war of* lawlefs paffions td cofttrolf 

To melt in living fympathy the foul, ^ 
The heart's remote receffes to explore. 
And touch it's Iprings when profe avail'd no more % 
This noble purpofe taught the clafEc lyre ^ 

In human breafts to wake celeftial fire : 
The kindling fpirit caught th' empyreal ray, . 
And glow'd congenial with the fwelling lay. 
When great Maeonidbs, in rapid fong. 
The thundering tide of battle rolls along, iq 

Each ravifh'd bofom feels the high alarms. 
And all the burning pulfes beat to afms : 
Hence war's terrific glory to dilplay 
Became the theme of every epic lay. 

And 
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And when his fympathctic numbers tell 1 5 

WJiat dire diftrefs Laertes' fon befel. 

The tragic meafures, weeping as they flow, 

Diflblve the foul with extafy of woe. 

Far thro the boundlcfs realms of thought he Iprings, 

In fun-ward flight with Pegafean wings ; ?o 

While diftant Poets, trembling as they view 

Their guiding ftar, his arduous track purfue. 

His magic voice that roufes and delights. 

Allures and guides to climb Olympian heights. 

But I, in checrlefs clouds bewilder'd flray, 25 

Without his facred beam to point my way ; 

And, in thefe dangerous fields unus'd to tread. 

Explore the devious path with folemn dread. 

'Tis true he^ lightly fketch'd the bold defign. 

But toils more joylefs, more fcvere are mine ; , 39 

Since o'er that fcene his pencil fwiftly ran, 

Subfervient only to a nobler plan; . 

But I, perplext in labyrinths of art, 

Anatomize and blazon every part : 

Attempt with plaintive numbers to difplay 3^ 

The chain(*d events in reguly array. 

M 2 * Thq 



M 
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Tho hard the talk, to fing in varied ftrains. 
When ftill unchang'd the fame fad theme rkmains! 

O could it draw compafllon's melting tear 

* 

For equal agonies oft fecri too near ; 4(| 

For equal wretches oft to ruin caft. 

On Albion's ftrand, before the wintry blaft i 

For all the pangs, the complicated ill. 

Her braveft fons, her guardian failors feel \ 

Then every breaft ihould figh at our diftrels, 45 

This were the fummit of my hop'd fuccefs ; 

For this thro mazes I my theme purfue. 

Which nor Maeonides nor Maro kncW* 



Now, from the fide the mizen-ruins cleaf. 
The yielding prow at laft began to veer t 5<i 

** Square, fore and aft, the yards !" the Maftcr calls,^ 
*' While round before th' enlarging * wind (he falls : 
" You Timoneers ! her motion clofe attend, 
** For on your ftecrage "all our lives depend ! 
«« So, fteddy ! meet her, watch the curving prow, 5$ 
<* And from the gale direiSUy let her go I 

* The wind is faid to enlarge when it veers from the fide towards 
the fterni which it confequently muft as the fliip veers before it. 

" Star- 
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«« Starboifd' again !** Ch* atcentive Pilots crjr, 

•^ SurboanJ/' the Timoncers again reply : 

Then back to * port^ revolving at command. 

The wheel rolls fwiftly thro each glowing hand» 06 

All lonely o'er the defart wafte Ihe flies. 

Scourged on by furgcs, flx)rms and burfting (kies : 

As when cnclofing harponeers aflail, 

In ardic feas, th' unconfcious floating whale. 

Their piercing irons wound his (caly fide, 65 

He groans, he darts impetuous down the tide ^ 

And, rackt all o'ec with lacerating pain, 

He flies rem(H;e beneath the flood in vain. 



So with refifl:lefs hafte the wounded fliip 1 
Shoots from the chacing waves along the deep : 70. 
While, daflit apart by her dividing prow, 
X^ike burning adamant, the waters glow : 
The maddening winds with tenfold fury blend. 
And from above huge catarads defcend. 
High o'er the ftern th' aipiring feas enlarge, 75 

And with redoubled ire their force difchai^. 

* See pag6 49, note 2 : the left fide of the {hip is called port in 
fteering, that the helmffflan mav not miftake larboard for ftarDoard« 
i^hta the pilot calls. The bfflm it commiitdcd by a wheel* 

^ Now 
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Now on the topmoft wave up-heav*d fiic* rides» , 

While clofe beneath th' enormous gulf divides i 

Now, launching headlong down the horrid vale^ 

Becalmed, fhe hears no more the howling gale ; 8e 

Till up-returning on fucceeding hills. 

Again, it's direful power flic trembling feels? ' 

As that rebellious Angel who from Heaven 

To regions of eternal pain was driven. 

When dreadlefs he forfook the Stygian * (hore, if 

The diftant realms of Eden to explore : 

Sometimes fublim'd on fulphur'd clouds on hight . 

He fail'd adventurous thro th* infernal Iky ; 

Then in fome dreadful vacuum plunging down. 
Far in the void abrupt of night was thrown. 90 

Even fo (he climbs the briny mountain's height. 

Then down the dire abyfs precipitates her flight, 

Albert and Rodmond on the poop appear. 

There to diredt each guiding Timoneer j 

While at the head.the watch Arion keeps, . 95 

To ftiun. what cruifers wander on the deeps 2. 

Where'er he moves, Palemon fl:ill attends. 

As if on bim his only hope depends. 

• Sec Milt. Par. Loft, b. !!• 

- WhUc 



While ever and anon, with warning roar, 

The Pilots call to them, look mt afore I loo 

Thus o'er the flood four hours Ihe fcudding flew, 

When Falconera's rugged cliffs they view, 

Faindy along the larboard bow dcfcty*d. 

As o'er it*s mountain tops the lightnings glide. 

In dire amazement i:ivettcd they ftand, . 105 

And hear the furges beat the rocky ftrand ; 

But fcarce perdeiv'd, when pafl: the beam it flies. 

Swift as the rapid ^agle cleaves the Ikies, 

That danger o'er refleds a feeble joy. 

And a faint pleafure gleams in every eye : iid 

As, in th' Atlantic ocean, when we find * 

Some alp of ice driven fouthward by the wind. 

The fultry air all fickening pants around. 

In deluges of torrid ether drown'd % 

Till when the floating' ifle approaches nigh, 115 

In cooling tides th* aerial billows fly ; 

Awhile, delivered from the fcorching heat. 

In fmooth tranquillity our pulfes bcat^ 



Such tranfient pleafure, as they pafl: this ftrand, 
A moment bad^ their throbing hearts expand* i20 

But 
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Short gleams of cafe alas I thofe joys beflbw^ 9 
Too foon elapie our intervals of woe ! 

Say, Memory ! thou from wbofe unerring tongue 
Inftruftive flows the animated ibng ! 
What regions now the fciidding fhip furround ? 125 
Regions in former ages long renown*d ; 
That, once the Poets theme, the Muses* jojr. 
Now loft in fcatter'd defoktion lie* 
Did they wbofe fad diftrefe thefe lays deplore, 
Unfkill*d in Grecian or in Roman lore, ^ i*jo^ 

Unconfcious pais along each famous fbore i 

They did : for in this defart^ joylcfe, {cSi 
No flowers of genial Science deign to fmile > 
For native tcmpefts here with blafting breathy 
Defpoil and doom the vernal buds to death ; 155 
The fours ferene with gloomy clouds deform, 
And roufe it's temper to perpetual fl:orm. 
Then if one hapleis yoqth amon^ this train^ 
Had ranged fair Science ! on thy fertile plam. 
Since thy falubrious ftreams with power divine,, 140 

To purer fenfe the ibften'd foul refine^ 

Sure, 
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Sure he, amid qnfQcial mates immur'd, 
. To learning loft, fcverer grief endur'd : 
In vain might Phoebus* ray his min4 infpirc. 
Since Fate with tprrcnts quenc^t the kindling fire. 1 45 
If one this pain of living death poffeft. 
It dwelt fupreme, Ariqn ! in thy breaft. 
^When with Palemon watching in the night. 
Beneath pale Cynthia's melancholy light. 
You oft recounted thofe furrounding ftat^5 150 

Whofe glory F^me with brazen tongue relates. 



Immortal Athens ♦ firft, in ruin fprcad. 
Contiguous lies, at Port Liono*s head. 

V 

Great fource of Science ! whofe immortal name 
Stands forernqft in the glorious roll of Fame. 155 
Here godlike Socrates and Pi,ato Ihone, 
And, firm to truth, eternal honor won ; 
The firft for virtue's caufe his life refign'd, 
^y Heaven pronounc'd the wifeft of nunkind : 
The laft proclaimed aloud th' undying fpyl 160 

No fatal doom to limits could control. 
Juft Aristiois here maintain'd the caufe 
Whofe facred precepts Ihine thro Solon's laws. 

• Moft of th§ ^ov^ntries defcribed here ve ia th,c chart prefixed. 

N Ht;rc 
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Here Solon liv'd, the philofophic fage. 

Who fled from Piststratu^' crud rage, 165 

Of all her noble fabrics now alone 

Some columns ftand with mantling weeds o-crgrown. 

The wandering ftranger near the port defcries 

A fnow-white lion, of enormous fize. 

Of antique marble •, hence the haven's name, i y^ 

Unknown to modern natives whence it came. 



Ne3^t, in the gulf of Engia, Gorinth lies, 
Whofe gorgeous ftruftures feem*d to ftrikc the Ikics: 
Whom, tho by tyrant-vidtors oft fubdu*d, 

• ♦* - • • ■ 

Greece, Egypt, Rome with admiration view*d : 1 75 
Her name, for architefture long renown'd, 
Spred like the foliage which her columns crown'd ; 
But, wide difperft in fad deflruftion, now 
Is found adjacent on the ftar board bow. 



Theii, further weftward, on Morea'«$ khd> i i% 

Fair Mifitra ! thy modern turrets ftand. 
Ah ! who unmoved with fecret woe can tell 

•• • 

9 t If 

trhat here great Lacedaeimon's glory fell I 

# • . • • • . 

Here 
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Here oftce Ihe florifli'd, at whofe trumpet's founds 
War burft his chains an4 nations fhook around. i8^ 
Here brave Leonidasj alas ! no more 
Thro all , Achaia bids her thunder roar j; . 

« 

•He, wljea the mighty Xerxes from afaf 
Advanced with Perfia,'s^fumlefs hpfts to war,' 

« • 

iTill Macedonia fhrunk beneath his fpear^ i^di 

And Greece all fliudder'd a^ the chief drew ueaf. 

He, at Thermopylae's decifive plain, 

Their force oppos'd with Sparta's glorious train j 

Till Oeta faw the Tyrant's conquered hoft. 

In gafping niillions, bleed on Grecia's coaft. igi 

Thus vahquifh'd haughty Afia heard thy fame, * 

And Thebes and Athens trembled at thy name. 

. ... \ " ^ 

Thy (late, fuppprted by Lycurgus' laws, 

Gain'dy like thine arms, fuperlative applaufc,- 

Even great Epaminondas ftrove in vain 20Ct 

^ - • • • 

To curb thy fpirit with the Theban chain : , 

But ah ! how low that free-born fpirit now f 

Thy abjedt fons to haughty Tyrants bow ;- 

A falfe, degenerate, fuperltitious race 

Infeft thy region^ and it's name difgrace ! Ho^ 
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Not diftant far Arcadia's bleft doinsuns 

» 

f^^loponncfus* circling fhore contains. 

T 

Thrice happy foil I where ftill fercrtely gay " * 
Fair Flora bitath*d around {jerpetual May : ' 
Where buxofti Ceres bade each fertile fidd aid 
Spontaneous gifts, in rich profusion, yields 
The guiltlefs Ihepherds, o*er thefe filvan plains. 
To rural pleafu;-es fung their artlefs ftrains ; 
Or with th* enariior*d Maid fupremely blefi. 

When melting raptures warm'd each youthful breaft^ 2 1 5 

» » •■ ■ , 

Reclining in fdme flower-bcdeckt alcove, 

* • f ' • 

% f ' - - 

t)iflbly*d the warbled notes to dyiiig love j 
Soft as the happy Swain's Inchanting lay 

•* • / . 

That pipes ^^w^^g- the Jhades of Endermay, 

Now, fad reverfe ! Oppreflion's iron hand 220 

Subjefts her natives jind delpOilsher land ; 

In lawlefs rapine nurft, a fanguine train. 

With midnight ravage fcour th* uncultured plaiis. 

♦ - ■ 

Fam*d Argos here in niins too we find, 
Whofe Monarchall the powers of Greece combined, 2 25 
And led in ftrong array thte warrior-hofts 
Acrofs th' Agean main to Dardan coafls. 

Unhappy 
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Unhappy King } who, oft a hoftile fliore 
Fatigue and danger ten long winters bore 5 
And when reftor'd to native rcalmg at 1^, a^tf 

To reap the hanreft of his troubles paft, ^ 
There found a perjured friend and faithlefs wife. 
Who facrific*d to impious luft his life. 



Adjacent to Arcadia ftrctch thefe plains. 
And, o*ef their realms, a powerful Tyrant reigns. 2^$ 



Weftward^f thefe, beyond the ifthmus, lies 
The long-fought ifle of ItHAdt/s the wife. 
Where fair Penelope, of him depriv*d, 

To guard her honor endlefs fchemes contrived. 

• ■ ' ' '1 

She, only fhieldcd by a ftripling fon, 240^ 

Her lord UtvssES long to Ilion gone. 

The warm attacks of fuitor-kings repePd, 

And undefird her nuptial contraft held ; 

True to her vows, and refolutely chafte. 

Met arts with art, and triumphed at the laft. 245 

Next Macronifi is adjacent feen, 

^here adverfe winds detained the Spartant queen ; 

For 
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For whom in arms combined the Grecian Hoft^ ; 

• * 

With vengeanoe fir'd, invaded Phrygians, oosdii 

Foe whom io long they labored to deftroy 25* 

The lofty turrets of beleaguered Troy : 

Here driven by furious ftormsj from Ilion loft, 
■ . t- * ' - • 

Th' unhappv, faithlefs-HELEN firft was t<^fti : ..«- 

The port an image bears of Parian ftone, 

Th' antiquity to prefent Greeks unknown. agg 

^ ' • * .• • , . 

Next, t)elos in th* Aegean feas is found, 
Whofe coaft the rocky Cyclades furround^ 
High honoV*d ifla ! oH whofe inimdftal flior^, 
Phoebus ahd Cynthia, fair Lat ona bore. 
Thy facred ftrand furrounding Greece feverM ! ipgi 
Thy hallowed groves even diftant Perfia fear'd I 
But now, a dcfart, unfrequented land. 
No human footffep marks the" tracklefs fahdw 



• r 



North-eaftward farther near Natolia*s coaft^ 

Stands Lemnos' fertile region, Vulcan's boaft i ^og 

. . » . .. • ..»..'.•* 

Where in her rage avenging Juno hurPd • 

Him, from Olympus, to this nether world : ^ 

• >.... ■ ..* 

Hcrt 



T H E S HI P W R Et: K, >| 
Here his eternal anvils firft he rear'd, 

• • • 

^hen, forg*d by Cyclopean art, appeared " 
Thunders that Ihook the world with dread alarms, 270 
And, formed by fkill divine, inimortal arms. 
Here, with the vileft of tV empyreal race, 
A wretch deform'd, devoid of every grace. 
In wedlock liv'd the beauteous Queen of Love : 
pan fuch fenfations heavenly bbfoms move f - 27c 

Eaftward of this appears the Dardan ftiore, 
That*once th' imperial towers of Ilium bore : 
^lUuftrious Troy ! renown*d in every clime. 
Thro the long records of fucceding time ! 
"Who faw protefting gods froin Heaven defcend 280 
Full ofi, her royal bulwarks to defend : 
Tho chiefs unnumbei:'d in her caufe yrere flain, 
.With Fate the gc(d3 and heroes fought in vain. 
This refugeof perfidious Heleii's ftame " ' 
Atjdidnight was invply^i in Gnecian flame : . aStf 
^y Time's deep-piercing coulter harrow'd o'er, 
Unknowri the fpot that Onfe grfeat Iliurti bore : . •' 
No trace of her proud fabrics now remains,;. ' 
3v(t corn ^nd vines g'erfpread her cultur'd pkins. 

Silver 
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Silver Scamander laves the verdant lhore» 1^9 

Scamander, oft o*erflow'd with hoftilc gore ! 



Not diilant fiir from Ilion's famous lan^» 
In counterview, appears the Scftian ftrand. 
Where beauteous Hero, from the turret's height 
Dilplay'd Ker creflet each revolving night, 255 

Whofe gleam directed lov'd Leander o*er 
The raging Hellefpont from Afia's fliore 3^ 
Till, in a fa??d hopr^ on Thracia*s coaft 
She faw her haplefs lover's body toft : 
Then felt hqr bofom agony fcvere, joo 

Her bright eyes trcmbUng pour'd th* inceflant tear; 
Jlaving) ill all (he pangs of wild defpair 
She beat her (welling bre^ft, ihe tore her hair i 
On dear Leavdeil's name in vain fht cry'd. 
Then headlong plungM into the parting tide : 305 
Th^ exulting tide received the lovely maid, 
'And proudly from the ftrand it's freight convcyM* 

Far weft of Phrygian plains we neyt cxpiorej 
Beyond Aegean feas the Delphic flbore, 
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The facrcd oracle of Phoebus here 310 

Taught every age and nation to revere ; 
Achaian marble form'd the gorgeous pile, 
Auguft the fabric ! elegant it's ftilc ! 
The roof, where fretted tablatures appeared. 
On columns of Corinthian mould was reared j 315 
The Ihafts of Parian porphyry were fram'd. 
And round the hollow dome bright jewels flamed ; 
On brazen hinges turn'd the ponderous doors. 
And checquer'd marble pav'd the polifh'd floors : 
Apollo's priefts, before the holy ftirine, - 320 

Suppliant pour'd forth their orifbtis divine ; 
Againft the fun's dcfcending beam 'twas plac'd. 
With ftringed harps and branching laurels grac'd y 
Around the fane, engrav'd by Vulcan's hand. 
The Sciences and Arts were feen to ftand; ^25 

Here Aesculapius' fnake difplay'd his creft. 
And burning glories fparkled on his breaflr, 
While Death and pale Difeafe, in headlong, flighty 
Shot from his ardent eye's mfpiring light. 
Of this great temple,, thro' the world renown'd, 330 
Sunk in oblivion, no remains are found, 

O Gon- 
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> 

Contiguous here, with lofty woods o'cripred, 
FarnafTus rears to Heaven it*s honor'd head : 
Along the vfies unfading laurels grow^ 
And aromatic flowers perpetual blow : 335 

The warbling birds on every fpray above, 
•To living rapture wake the vocal grove : 
While o*er th* eternal fpring that laughs benesith,. 
Elyfian zephirs pour their fpicy breath : 
Here with immortal harps the (acred Nine ^ 34a 
Exalt to extafy their airs divine 1 
All fadly-fweet the balmy currents roll. 
And footh to foftefl: peace the tortur'd ibul ^ 
Or bid the ]Paphian lute mellifluous play. 
And tune to plaintive love the liquid lay : 345 

While all alive the breathing hills around, 
.On odorous gales, feraphic tunes refound : 
Fair Pleafurc leads in dance the happy hours. 
Or melts in joy amid ambrofial bowers. 



Stop wandering thought ! mi^thinksl feel their fl:rains 
pifFufc a magic languor thro my veins. 
Awake, O Memory ! from tl>* infedlious dream. 
With brazen lungs refume the kindling theme ! 

Depart 
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Depart the realms that fmiling peace beftow. 

Where flowers of Eden ever- vernal ^row \ - - ^^S 

Pepart the ftreams that o'er inchanted ground, 

Jn lucid maze, Aonian vales furround ! 

3id all the rofy feats of eafe farewel. 

Where Jove and gay delight forever dwell ! 

Thefe fcenes to indolence the fpirits thrill, 260 

And o^erthe foul Lethean dew§ diftil : 

Coiled thy powers ! ^roufe thy vital fire! 

ye fpirits of the ftorm my verfe infpire ! 

Jioarfe as the whirlwinds that enrage the m^jn, 

In tprreht pour along the fwelling ftrain ! 3 65 



No\v, thro the parting wave impetuous bore,' 
The fcudding veflel Itemed th* Athenian fliore ; 
The Pilots o'er her quarters ftill infped ' 
Each chacing* billow, and her courfe dife'ft ; 
The fteerfmeii every bidden turn apply 370 

The t^hirling Ipokes in fwift fuccefTibn fly! 
As fome bold leaders, on the broken rear. 
To guard a vanquifti'd hoff's retreat, appear ; 
Jndignant they recede and long oppofe 
ISuperior armies that around them clofe j 375 

P ? Still 
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Still ihiield the flanks, the routed fquadrons j(»ii. 
And guide the flight in one coqdnued lin?. 

Thus they conduft the flying hark before 
Th* impelling floods that lafh her to the fliore ; 
Up-roll*d they rife, in firey radiance bright, 380 
The poop o'er-towrlng with enormous height : 
With laboring thrpes ftie rolls ox\ either fide. 
And dips her gunnels ip the yawning tide ; 
Thus flxain'4> her joints in ficjcen'd languor play. 
As ice-flakes part bene^di the potent ray. ^85 

The blafl: howls doleful thro the blocks and flirouds^ 
And big rains burft alternate from the clouds : 
At each mail-head, diSufing livid rays 
Amid the gloom, vol^tjc n^eteors blaze : 
From wintry magazinps, that fweep the flcy, 
Defcending globes of hail impetuous fly : 
A ipournful contraft Heaven's profound invades, 39©. 
That now is J)ury'd in impervious fliades. 
Now, flaihing round intolerable light, 
Redoubles all the horror of the night : 395 

Such flaming hprror Amos' * fon foretold 
Pown'ruihing on th' Aflyrian King of old : 

* Ifaiah^ chap. xxx. 

Sqch 
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Such horror, Sinai's trembling hill o'eripred. 
When Heaven's loud clarion thundcr'd from it'i head. 
Agaft on deck the fhivering wretches ftood» 400 
While Fear and chill Defpair congeal'd their blood* 
And lo ! all-terrible The King or Kings 
Tiiro the fad Iky, array'd in lightning, fprings : 
Tremendous panoply ! his right arm bare, 
Kedrbuming, fhoots deftrudion thro the air ! 405 
Hark \ his llrong voice the difmal filcnce breaks. 
Mad Chaos from the chains of Death awakes ! 
Wide-burfts in dazzling fheets the fulphur'd flame. 
And dread concyfiion rends th* ethereal frame. 
Not fiercer tremors fhook the world beneath, -^ 410 
When, writhing in the pangs of cruel death, 
The facred Lord of Life refign'd bis breath. 
Loud and more loud the roaring peals enlarge. 
And blue on deck the firey tides difcharge ; ■ !/ 

Sick earth convulfive groans from pole to pole. 
And Nature fhuddering feels the horrid roll : 415 
Thou wouldft have thought eternal ruin, hurl'd 
From Heaven, burft down all-blazing on the world 

The retrpfpeft ftands full before my fight, 

][leyeal'd in all it's piournful ih^de and light ; 

Even 




io« T IT E SHIPWRECK. 

Even now my ear, iR^ith quick vibration, feels 4^0 

TH* expfolion burft in ftrong-rebounding peals 5 

Swift thro my'puUes glides the kindling :fire. 

As- lightning quivers on th* cle&ric wire. 

But ah ! the languid colors vainly ftrive 

To bid the fccne in native hues revive, 425 



; , JBut lo ! at laft, from fevcn-fold darkncfs boiji, 1 

Forth-iffues now lorig-hop'd the livid morn. 

Hail, facred vifion ! who, on orient wing. 

The cheering dews of light propitious bring : 

All Nature fmiling iails the vivid ray, '43a 

And give^ her beauties to returning day: 

All but our fliip, that jtoft on raging feas, 

Can find no gleam, of hope, no dawn of cafe : 

For, from* the top, emerging, now they fee 

The rifing hills of Greece along the lee, 4^5 

So the -loft lover views that fatal morn . 

On which, for ever from his bofom torn. 

The maid ador'd refigns .her blooming charms. 

Decreed to blefs the happy bridegroom's arms. 

So to Eliza dawn'd that cruel day 440 

• . - > 

That fnatcht Aeneas from her fight aways 

That 
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That, never to return, beheld him fly 
And leave the nymph in deep defpair to die. 
O yet in clouds, thou genial fource of light, 
Obfcure thy living glories from our fight ! 445 

Let no vain Iplendor of thy fmiling beam 
Contraft the dreadful grandeur of my theme ! 
Go, with thy fmiles, adorn the happy plain> 
And gild the fcenes where eafe and plealure reign ! 
Biit lei dark horror here alone prefide, 450 

Moft fit the tragic incidents to guide, 

. But now, while morning-beams the Iky o'erfpread, 

Faft rife the fable Attic hills a-head. 

Swift o*er the roaring flood the veflcl flies. 

And all confeft St. George*s cliffs arife j 455 

Above the reft a conic crag is feen. 

That fl.ands fuperior on a barren green : 

Huge breakers on the larboard bow appear, 

And full a-head it's caftcrn ledges bean 

To fleer more eaftward Albert flill commands. 

And fhun, if poflible, the fatal ftrands. 

Nearer and neare?:.now the danggr grows, 

And all their fkill relentlcfs Fates oppofe ; 

V •' For, 
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For, when the prow more eaftward they direft. 
Enormous floods burft o'er' the quivering deck, 465 
While, as (he wheels, unable to fiibdue 
Her curves, they ftill expedt to broach her to *. 

■ 

/^zrwing thought ! for now no more a-lee 

The trembling fide could bear the mountain^ fe^ t 

And if p urfuing waves fhe feud before, 47a 

Headlong flie runs upon the frightful Ihore ; 

A fhore where ihelves and hidden rocksabound. 

And death appears in^ horrid forms around. 

Thus, while as yet a ray of fafety gleams. 

They guide their bark between the dire extremes. 475 

Not half fo dreadful to Aeneas* eyes. 
The flxaits of Sicily were feen to rife. 

When Palinurus from the hdm defcry*d 

The rocks of Scylla on his eaftern ftde, 

» 

While, in the Weft with fatal yawn difclos^d, 48a 
His onward courfe Charybdis* gulf oppos'd : 

• The great difficulty of fleering the (hip before the fea^at thii 
time is occafioned by it's ftriking her on the quarter when fhc 
makes the leaft angle on either iide, which often forces her ftem 
Toundy and brings her broadfide to the wind and iea, and is only 
an eiie£t of the fame caufe that is explained before. See the laft 
note of Canto zd* 

€ The 



\ 
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t 

The double dangers he alternate viewed. 
And cautioufly his arduous path purfu'ci. 
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So they atterbpt St. George's fhoals to clear. 
Which clofe beneath the larboard * beam appear. 4^/ 
With terrible irruptipft, burftirig o*tr 
The marble cliffs^ tremendous furgcs roar : 
Hoarfe thro the vales the raging tempeft raves. 
And hollow rocks repeat the groan of waves. 
Shotrld once the bottom ftrike this cruel fhore, 490 
The parting fhip that inftant is no more i 
Nor Ihe aloile, but with her all the crew. 
Beyond relief, arc dbom'd to perifli totf : 
But haply fhe efcapes the dreadful ftrand, 
Tho fcarce her length in diftance frorfl the land. 495 
'Swift, as the weapon quits the Scythian bow, 
The burning billows part beneath her prow j 
And forward hurrying with impetuous hafte^ 
Born on the tempeft's wings, the ifle (he paft* 
In all the torture of tK* afflifted mind, 506 

They view and leave the fafe domains behind. 

• Any didaace direflly abreaft of the fhip, tr on z line with . 
her beams, is called on the beam ; before the beam U any angle 
from that right line towards the ilemf or fore and aft line, which 
lyes at right angles with it. 

P Would 
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V ■ 

Would all the ,wealth bellow that India yields. 
To paft alive and fafe to yonder fields. 






When, doqpi'd forever to Peruvian mines, 
The fetter'd viftina realms of day fefigns, 505 

Tho in th* abyfs,. where joylefs midnight reigns. 
Forlorn he. drags Oppreffion's galling chains. 
Not half fuch pangs his bofom agonize, 
When up to diftant light he rolls his eyes, 
ViThere the broad fun, in his diurnal way, 510 

Imparts to all befide Jiis vivid ray, 

V 

While loft to hope the captive thinks in vain 
Of fcenes he never muft behold again. 

•But now Athenian mountains they defcry. 
And tall Colonn^ rears it's head oa high, 515 

Where marble columns, long by time defaced, 
Mofs-cov?r'd on the lofty cape are placed. 
There reared by fair Devotion to fuftain 
Id ^cient time^'TRiTONiA*s facred fane. 
The circling beech in murderous form appe^s,. ^20 * 

Decifive goal of all their hopes and fears ! ' 

The 
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The feamen now in wild amazement fee 
' The fccne of ruin rife beneath the lee : 
Voraginous, along the furge-laflit ftrand. 
Death's horrid jaws that never clofe expand. 525 
The veflel, while the dread event draws nigh. 
More rapid, more impatient feems to fly ; 
Swift from their minds clapfe ail dangers paft. 
As, dumb with terror, they behold the lafl: : 
In every vein the refluent blood congeals^ 530 

And every bofom mortal tremor feels. 
The moment fraught with fate approaches fafl:. 
While thronging failors climb each fhivering mail i 
The fliip no longer now muft ftem the land. 
And, « hard a {larboard !" is the lafl command : g25 
While every fuppliant voice to Heaven applies, 
The prow fwift wheeling to the weflward flies 5 
The yards to (larboard all were fliarply brac'd j 
Twelve failors up the fore-cat-hi'rpings * hafte ; 
Defperate afylum ! charged with fatal woe ! 540 

For lo ! while dips immerft the plunging prow, 
Down-prcft by watery weight the bowfprit bends. 
And, loofen'd o'er the ftem, deep crafliing rends : 

• Cat-harpings are ropes which draw in the fhrouds parallel to 
the yard, that the yard may the more e.Jily be braced iliarp. 

1^ z Beneath 
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Beneath the bow the floating ruins lie } 

The fore-maft totters unfuftain*d on high, 545 

« 

And, as Ihe rifes on thV up-lifting fea. 
With all it's load down-tumbles o'er the lee ; 
Falling, it bears a lamentable fcream. 
And hurls the ftruggling wretches in the ftream j 
' .While, in the common wreck, the twilling ftay * 550 
Prags the main- top -mall by the cap away. 
^They try oppofing floods to mount in vain, 
'And, panting, would the veflers fide regain ; 
^Weak hope, alas ! they buffet long the wave. 
And grafp ^t life, tho fmking jn the grave : 555 
Till all exhaufted, ?nd bereft of ftrength. 
They yield to Fate's unerring ftrpke at length' j 
The burying waters clofe around their head 
^^hey f;nk forever, nvjmber'd with the dead ! 

Thpfe who remain the weather- Ihrouds embrace, 563 
Jf or longer mourn their loft companions' cafe : 
Transfixt with terror at th' approaching doom, 
gelf-pity in their breafts alone has room : \ 

♦ The main top-mad ftay comes to the fore-maft head, . and 
IQ^fequently depends upon the fore-maft as it*s fupport^ 

Yet 
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Yet Albert, Rodmond, with Palemon near. 
And young Arion on the maft appear ; g6g 

Even they, amid, th* unfpeakable diftrefs. 
In every look diftrafting thoughts confefs; 
Begirt with all the horror of the niain 
They view th* adjacent fhore, but view in vaia. 
Such torments in the drear abodes of hell, gyo 

'Where fad Defpair laments with rueful yeU 5 
Such torments lacerate the damned breaft. 
That fees remote the manfions of the bl^ft : 
Heaven's faving aid their fuppliant cries implore, 
But Heaven, relcntlefs ! deigns to aid no more, 575 



Ye facred fliadcs ! whofe rules reform the heart. 
Arid footh the paflions by celeftial art, 
With lenient balm allay the fmart of woe. 
And virtue and tranquillity beftow ! 
Ah ! would your facred influence triumph here, 580 
Where courage, vigor, hope fubmit to fear ? 
Altho you teach us at the lateft breath 
To fmile ferene amid the pangs of death ; 
^las ! th' exalted leftures here muft fail, 
Nor 4II th' elaborate fcicnce ought avaiU 585 

Im- 
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Immortal Zeno's felf vrould, trembling, fee 

Inexorable Fate beneath the lee : 

And Epictetus at the fight in vain 

Attempt his ftoic firmners to retain : 

Had Socrates, for godlike virtue fam*d ggr^ 

And i^ifeft of the fons of men proclaim'd, 

Speftator of fuch various horrors been. 

Even he had ftagger'd at this dreadful fcene. 



It comes ! the dire catailrophe draws near, 
Lalht furious on by Deftiny fevere ! 595 

The fhip hangs hovering on the verge of death, 
Hell yawns, rocks rife, and breakers roar beneath. 
Since I, all-trembling in extreme diftrefs, 
Muft ftill the horrible refult cxprefs, 
O yet confirm my heart, ye powers above ! 609 

This laft tremendous (hock of Fate to prpve : 
The tottering frame of reafon yet fuftain ! 
^or let this total havoc whirl my brain ! 



In vain, alas ! the axes were prepared. 
For every wave now fmites the quivering yard * ; 605 

* At this time the fea ran (o high, that it was impoffiblc to 
defcend from the mail-head without being wafiied overboard. 

; High 
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High o'er the deck they fpread a dreadful (hade. 
Then deluge down in terrible cafcadc, 

« 

Acrofs the founcjer'd deck o'erwlielming rQar; 

And foaming, fwelling, bound upon the Jhore : 

Swift up the mounting billow now fhe flies, 6io 

Her fliatter'd top half-buried in the fkies, ' 

Then headlong plunging thunders on the grou.nd-r— 

Earth groans ! air trembles I and the deeps refound ! 

Her ponderous bulk the dire concuffion feels. 

And o'er up-heaving furges, wounded reels. 615 

Again Ihe plunges, hark! a.fecond fhock 

Splits wide her bottom on the marble rock ! 

Down pn the vale of death, with difmal cries. 

The fated victims ftiuddering roll their eyes 

In wild defpair, while yet , another ftroke 620 

"With ftrong convulfion rends the folid oak : 

Ah Heaven ! behold her mighty frame divides. 

And, crafhing, b.urfting, fpreads in ruin o'er the tides ! 

. O.! could my fong with facred Maro's art 
Awake to fympathy the feeling heart \ 62^ 

Like him the fmooth and mournful numbers drefs 

r 

In all the pomp of exquifite dillrefs ! . 

• Then, 
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I 

Then, too fcverely taught by cruel Fate 

To fuffer all the perils I relate. 

Then might I with unrival'd ftrains deplore 63 cT 

Th* impcirious horrors of a leeward fliore. 

s 

As o'er the furf the bending main-maft hung^ 
Still on the rigging thirty fcamen clung ; 
Some on a broken crag are ftrugglingxaftj * 
And there by oozy tangles grapple faft 5 6^g 

Awhile they bear th' overwhelming billow's rage. 
And with their fate unequal combat wage ; 
Till all benumb'd and feeble they forego 
Their flippery hold, and fink to fhades below t 

Some, from the main-yard-arm impetuous thrown 640 

> 

Againil the ridges, die without a groan. 

Three with Palemon oh their fkill depend. 

And from the wreck on oars and rafts dcfcend. 

Now on the mountain wave on high they ride. 

Then downward plunge beneath th' involving tide j 645 

Till one, who feems in agony to ftrive,' 

The wliirling breakers heave on fliore alive ; 

The reft a fpeedier end of anguifli knew. 

And preft the ftony beech, a lifclcfs crew ! 

c Next 
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Next, O unhappy chief! th* eternal doom 650 
Of heaven decreed thee to the briny tomb ! 
What fcenes of mifery prefent thy view \ 
What painful ftruggles of thy dying crew ! * 

Thy perilh'd hopes all buried in the flood, 
O'erfpred with corfes ! red with human blood, 655 
So pierc'd with anguifh hoary Priam gaz^d, • : 
When Troy's imperial domes in ruin blaz'd. 
While he, fevereft forrow doom'd to feel. 
Expired beneath the vidor's murdering ftcel. 
Thus with his hclplefs partners till the laft, 660 

Dire refuge ! Albert hugs the floating maft 1 
His foul could yet fuftain this mortal blow. 
But droops, alas ! beneath fuperior woe ; 
For now ftrong nature's fympathetic chain 
Tugs at his yearning heart with powerful flrain ; 66$ 
His faithful wife forever doom'd to mourn 
For him, alas ! who never fhall return j 
To black adverfity's approach expos'd. 
With want and hardftiips unforefeen enclosed : • 
His lovely daughter left without a friend, ^70 

Her innocence to fuccour and defend. 

a By 
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By youth and indigence fet forth a prey 
To lawlefe guilt, that flatters to betray — 
While thefe refleftions rack his feeling mind, 
•• RoDMONEx, whp hung belide, his grafp refign'd, 675 
And, as the tumbling waters o'er him roll'd^ . 
His out-ftrecht arms the Mailer's legs enfold- 
Sad Albert feels the dilTolution near. 
And ftrives in vain his fctter'd limbs to clear ; 

« 

For death bids every clinching joint adhere. J 680 
All-faint^ to heaven he throws his dying eyes, 
^nd, " O proteft my wife and child !" he cries : 
The guihing ftreams roll back th' unfinifh'd found I 
He gafps ! he dies! and tumbles to the ground ! 

Five only left .of all the perifh'd throng, 685 

.Yet ride the pine that fhoreward drives along ; 
With thefe Arion ftill his hold fecures. 
And all th' affaults of hoftile waves endures. 

O'er the dire profpeft as for life he ftrives, 

. ». 

V 

He looks if poor Pa lemon yet furvives. 690 

Ah wherefore, trufting to unequal art, 

Didit thou, incautious ! from the wreck depart ? 

Alas! 
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Alas ! thefe rocks all human Ikill defy, 

Wlio ftrikes them once, beyond relief muft die : 

And now fore-wounded, thou perhaps art toft 695 

On thefe, or in fome -oozy cavern loft ; 

Thus thought A R ION, anxious gazing round. 

In vain, his eyes no more Palemon found. 

The demons of deftruftion hover nigh, 

And thick their mortal fhafts commiflion'd fly : 700 

And now a breaking furge, with forceful fway. 

Two next Arion furious tears away, 

Hurl'd on the crags, behold, they gafp ! they blecid t 

And groaning, cling upon th' elufive weed ! 

Another billow burfts in boundlefs roar ! 705 

Arion finks ! and Memory views no more ! 



Ha ! total night and horror here prefide ! 
My ftun'd ear tingles to the whizzing tide ! 
It is the funeral knell ! and gliding near, 
Methinks the phantom? of the dead appear ! — 710 

But lo ! emerging from the watery grave. 
Again they float incumbent on the wave ! 

Q^z Again 
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Again the difmdl proipeft opens round) 

The wreck, the fhores, the dying and the drown'd ! 

And fee ! enfeebled by repeated (hocks, 715 

Thofe two who icr^mble on th* adjacent rocks. 

Their faithlefs hold no longer can retain. 

They fmk o*erwhelm*d, and never rife again ! 



Two with Arion yet the maft upbore. 
That now above the ridges reacht the fhore : 720 
Still trembling to defcend, they downward gaze 
With horror pale, and torpid with 'amaze : 
The floods recoil ! the ground appears below ! 
And life's faint embers now rekindling glow : 
Awhile they wait th* exhaufted waves retreat, 725 
, Then climb flow up the beech with hands and feet. 
O heaven ! delivered by whofe fovereign hand. 
Still on the brink of hell they fhuddering ftand. 
Receive the languid incenfe they befl:oV, 
That damp with death appears not yet to glow. 73^ 
To thee each foul the warm oblation pays. 
With trembling ardor, of unequal praife 5 

In 
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In every heart difihay with wonder ftrivcs. 
And Hope thtS ficken'd fpark of life revives j 
Her magic powers their exil'd health reftore, 735 
Till horror and dcfpair ar^ felt no more. 

A troop of Grecians who inhabit nigh» 
And oft thefe perils of the deep defcry, 
Rous'd by the bluftering tempeft of the nighty 
Anxious had clim*dColonna's neighboring height; 740 
When gazing downward on th* adjacent, floods 
Full to their view the fcene of ruin ftood ; 
The furf with mangled bodies itrew'd around ! 
And thofe yet breathing on the fea-waiht ground ! 

Tho loft to fcience and the nobler arts, 745 

Yet nature's lore informed their feeling hearts ; 
Strait down the vale with haftening fteps they hied^ 
Th' unhappy fufferers to affift and guide. 

« 

Mean while thofe three efcap'd beneath explore. 
The firft adventurous youth who reacht the fliore ; 
Panting, with eyes averted from the day, . 75a 

'. Pfone, helplefs, on the tangly beech he lay 

It 
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It is Palzmon I — oh ! \diat tumults roll 

With hope and terror in. ARioN'sfoiil ! 

If yet uiihurt he lives again to view ygg 

His friend and this fole remnant of our crew ! 

With us to travel thro' this foreign zone. 

And fhare the future good or ill unknown. 

Arion thus i but ah ! fad doom of fate ! ' 

That bleeding Memory forrows to relate, 760 

While yet afloat oh fome refitting rock. 

His ribs were dalht and fraftur'd with the jQiock : 

Heart-piercing fight ! thofe cheeks fo late array'd 

* * * 

In beauty's bloom, are pale with mortal Ihade ! 
Diftilling blood his lovely brcaft o'erfpred, 765 

And clog'd the golden trefles of his head : 
Nor yet the lungs by this pernicious ftrokc 
Were wounded, or the vocal organs broke, 
Down from his neck with blazing gems arr^y'd. 
Thy image, lovely Anna ! hung portray'd ; 77a 
Th* unconfcious fio-ure fmiling all fererie, 
iSufpended in a golden chain was ften : 

Hadft thou, foft maiden ! in this hour of woe,; 
Beheld hiqi writhing froitj the deadly blow, 

What 
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"What force of art, what language could exprcfs 775 
Thine agony ? thine cxquifite diftrefs ? 
But thou, alas I art doom'd to weep in vain 
For him thine eyeai fhall never fee again ! 

With dumb amazement fmote, Arion gaz'd, 

f 

And cautioufly the wounded youth upraised ; 789 

Palemon then, with cruel pangs oppreft. 

In faultcring accents thus his friend addreft. , 

" O refcu'd from deftrudion late fo nigh, 
<« Beneath whofe fatal influence doom'd I lie ^ 
<' Are we then exil'd to this lafl: retreat 785 

•' Of life, unhappy ! thus decreed to meet ? 
*.' Ah ! how unlike what yefl:er-morn enjoy'd, 
'^ Inchanting hopes, forever now deftroy'd I 
'** For wounded far beyond all healing power, 
" Palemon dies, and this his final hour : 790 

*^ By thofe fell breakers, where in vain I ftrove, 
" At once cut off from fortune, life^ and love ! 
" Far other fcenes muft foon prefent my fight, 
«* That lie deep-buried yet in tenfold night. 
" Ah ! wretched father of a wretched fon, jq^ 

^ Whom thy paternal prudence has undone ! 

[ . " Ho\v 
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" How will remembrance of this blinded care 
" Bend down thy head with anguifh and defpair f 
" Such dire efFcfts from avarice arife, 
" That deaf to nature's voice, and vainly wife, 800 
«* With force fevere Endeavours to control 
** The nobleft paffions that infpire the foul. 
•* But O Thou SACRED Powir ! whofe law conne6fs 
" Th* eternal chain of caufes and cfFefts, 
" Let not thy chaftening minifters of rage 8o| 

Afflift with (harp remorfe his feeble age ! 
And you, Arion ! who with thefe the laft 

Of all our crew furvivc the Shipwreck paft 

" Ah ! ceafe to mourn ! thofe friendly tears reftrain ! 

» 

" Nor give iny dying moments keener pain ! 8iq 
" Since heaven may foon thy wandering fteps reftorcj 
** When parted hence to England's diftant flipre j 
" ShoukJft thou, th' unwilling meffcnger of fate> 
'* To him the tragic ilory firft relate, 
" Oh ! friendftiip's generous ardor then fupprefs ! 8 1| 
, ^' Nor hint the fatal caufe of my diftrefs, 
" Nor let each horrid incident fuftain 
*« The lengthcn'd tale to aggravate his pain. 

« Ahi 
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*« Ah ! then remember well my laft requeft, 

** For her who reigns forever in my breaftj 829 

*• Yet let him prove a father and a friend; 

The helplefs maid to fuccour and defend. 

Say I this fuit implored with parting breath, 
•* So heaven befriend him at his hour of death ! 
" But oh ! to lovely Anna Ihouldft thou tell 825 
** What dire untimely end thy friend befel, 
** Draw o'er the difmal fcene foft pity's veil, 
•' And lightly touch the lamentable tale : 
« Say that my love, inviolably true. 

No change no diminution ever knew ; ^^() 

Lo ! her bright image, pendent on my neck, 
*• Is all Palemon refcu'd from the wreck 5 
** Take it and fay, when panting in the wave, 
** I ftruggled life and this alone to fave !— -> 



cc 



<c 



" My foul, that fluttering haftens to be free, 835 
** Would yet a train of thoughts impart to thee, 

^* But ftrives in vain ^the. chilling ice of death 

** Congeals my blood, and choaks the fiream of breiuii V 
^* Refign'd, fhe quits her comfortlcfs abode, 
^* To courfe that long, unknown, eternal road — 840 

R "O^ver- 
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" O ever-living fpurce of facrcd l^glit ! 

•* Conduft the weary -y^anderer in her 4ight ! 

*' Direft her onward to that peaceful (horc, 

" Where perils p^iq and death prevail pp more l 



<c 



<c 



" When ;hou fometaleof haplefslqve (h^ he,ar, 845 
*• That locals from pity's eye the melting tear. 
Of two cbafte hearts, by mutual p^flion join'dy 
To abfcncc, forrow and defp^ir confign'd, 
** O ! then, to fysrejl the pd^s of focial woe, 

<* That heal th' ^filifted bofqni they overflow, 850 

« 

^ Thou who h^ft taught the tragic harp to mourn 

«' In early youth o*er royal Frederic's * urn, 

** While Memory dictates, this dire Shipwreck telt, 

«* And yvhat diftrefs thy wretched friend befel ! 

« Then while, m ftregms of foft compaffion drown'd, 

" The fwains lament and maidens weep around ; 856 

** iVnd lifping children, toucht witb infant fe^^ 

** With wonder gaze and drop th* uncQufcious t^ar r 

*« O then this moral bid their fouls retain, 

^f jUI tbcmgbts of bappinefs on earth are vain.** 8^0 

* A Monody on the death of that prince, jvrotc by the Author 
when fifteen years old. 

^ i !! The 
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The laft faint accents trembled on his tongue, 

- • • ♦ 

That n6w iria6live to the palate clung i 

His bofom heaves a mortal groah-^ he dies { 

And fhades feterrial firik upon his eyes I 



: As thus defafc'jl iii death PaLemon iky, 
Arion gaz'd upoii tHe lifelefs ciay, 
Transflit he ftodd, with awful terror lili'd,' 
While down his cheek the iilent drops diftird. 



?6r 



** O ill-ftar'd votary of uii (potted friith t 
Untimely perifh*d in the blooni of youth, tyb 
Should e'er thy friend if rive oh Albion'5 fana. 
He will obey, tho painful, thy cfemand r 
His tohgiie the dreadful ftory fhdA difpfey. 
And all the horrors of this difmal day ! 
Difaftrous day ! what ruin haft thou bred ! 875 
What anguifh to the living and the dead ! 
How haft thou left the widow all-forlorn. 
And ever doom'd the orphaif child to mourn ! 
Thro life's fad journey hopelefs to complain ! 

^* Can facred juftice thefc events ordain ? 880 

R z '' But 
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^< But O my foul !, avoid that wonderous mazo 
" Where Reafon, loft in cndlefs error, ftrays ! 
** As thro this thorny yale of life we run, 
^J Great Cause of all effefts, Thy will b€ done P[ 

» 
Now had the Grecians on the beech arrived, 885 

To aid the helplefs few who yet furviv'd : 

While pafling they behold the waves o'erlpred 

With {hatter'd rafts and corfes of the dead. 

Three ftill alive, benumbed and faint they find. 

In mournful filence on a rock reclin'd. 809 

The generous natives, mov'd with focial pain. 



The feeble ftrangers in their arms fuftain 



'O 



; 



With pitying fighs their haplefs lot deplore. 
And lead them trembliing from the fatal fiiore. 
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r|-*^HE fcene of death is closed, the mournful ftraint 

DilTolve in dying languors on the ear : 
Yet Pity weeps, yet Sympathy complains. 
And dumb Susp£nc£ awaits overwhelmed with fear* 



But, O fad Memory \ thou, whofe confcious power 
O'er all prelides fmce that event befel, 

It's links of future woe before his hour. 
In forrowful connexion chain'd, canft tell« 



fronji 
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From young Arion firft the news received. 

With terror pale unhappy Anna read ; 

i . - * • - , . - 

[With inconfolable diftrcfs (he grieved. 

And from h«r cheek the rofe of beauty iled. 



In vain, alas ! ihi ^chile virgin wept, 
Corrofive anguilh nipt her vital bloom i 

O V her foft fjibHc ftern difejifes crept, 

'" . . . * - 

And gave the lovely vidim to the tomb. 



A longer date of woe the widow'd wife 
Her lamentable lot afflidted bore i 

Yet bpth were refcu'd from the chains of life^ 
Before Arion reacht his native fhore. 



The Fa^er unrelenting phrenzy ftung. 
Untaught in Virtue's fchool diftrefs to bear ; 

Severe remorfe his tortur'd bofom wrunsr. 
He languilh'd, groan'd, and pcrilh'd in defpair. 



But 



But O, E4|.?jfprj I if thy Ibac^e cs^n kp^ 

y 

The vQice of F^i^iJPSHiP ftill lament thy doom s 



Yet to ^he fed obl^tiftft bend thine ear. 
That breathes in yocal incenfe o'er thy torah* 



Ye loft companions of diftrefs adieu ! 

Your toils and pains and dangers are no more 
The tempeft now fliall howl unheard by you. 

And ocean fmite in vain the trembling fhorc. 



On you the blaft, furcharg'd with rain and fnow,' 
In winter's difmal nights no more jBiall beat : 

Unfelt by you the vertic fun may glow. 
And fcorch the panting earth with baneful heat| 



No more the joyful Maid, the fprightly ftrain 
Shall wake the dance to give you welcome home j 

Nor hopelefs Love impart undying pain. 
When far from fcencs of focial joy you roam; 



No 
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No more on yon wide watery waftc you ftray, 
.While hunger and difeafe yoUr life coi^ume, 

While parching thirft, that bums without allay. 
Forbids the blafted rofe of health to bloom. 



No more you feel Contaoiok's mortal breath 
That taints the realms with mifery fevere: 

No more behold pale Faminb, fcattering deaths 
With cruel ravage defolate the year. 



The thundering drum, the trumpet's fwelling ftrain, 

4 

Unheard (hall form the long embattled line : 
Unheard, the deep foundations of the main 
Shall tremble when the hoftile fquadrons join. 



Since grief, fatigue and hazards ftill moleft 

« 

The wandering vaffals of the faithlefs deep, 
O f happier now efcap'd to endlefs reft. 
Than we vr ho ftill furvire to wake and weep. 



What 
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What tho no funeral pomp, no borrowed tear. 
Your hour of death to gazing crouds fliall tell j 

Nor weeping friends attend your fable bier. 
Who fadly liften to the pafling bell 



The tutor'd figh, the vain parade of woc^ 
No real anguifh to the foul impart j 

And oft, alas ! the tear that friends beftow. 
Belies the latent feelings of the heart. 



What tho no fculptur'd pile difplays your name. 
Like thofe who perifh in thei^- country's caqfe ^ 

What tho no epic Mufe in living lays 

Records your dreadfi:|l daring with applaufe, 



Full oft the flattering marble bids renown, 

• 

With blazon'd trophies deck the fpotted name j 
And oft, too ofr, the venal Mufes crown 



The fl^ves of vice with never-dying fame. 



Tct 
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Yet fhzjl Remembrance from Oblivion's vtil 
Relieve your fcene, and figh with grief iiajccrej 

And foft Compassion at your tragic tale. 
In filent tribute pay her kindred tear. 



THE END- 
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